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Then vs. Now
Prior to 9/11
Prior to the 9/11 attacks, school security was like what we have now. Strict school security was introduced after the horrifying event of the Columbine shooting, often referred to as a “massacre”. In the years after that event, the doors of schools became monitored intently; security cameras, metal detectors, and bag bans were put into place. According to Kyle Stokes from Knkx (2014), only 1 in 5 schools used security cameras in the year 1999 Only a few schools have added metal detectors or required clear backpacks. The climate of all these security measures shifted as well. 

Post 9/11
Some of the safety measures such as security cameras, metal detectors, and bag bans remain; the presence of police presence known as resource officers have been put in place.  According to Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 2015 (2016), from the years 1999 to 2013/14 the percentage of security camera report increased from 19-75% and reports of controlling access of school (locked doors, visitor sign ins, etc.) rose from 75-93%. In 2013- 2014, 88% of schools reported a written plan set in place in the event of a shooting and 70% of those with a plan “drilled” students on the use of the plan. About 76% of reported “observing locked entrance or exit doors during the day in 2013, representing an increase from 65 percent in 2011 as well as an overall increase from 38 percent in 1999” (“Indicators of School Crime…”, 2016)



	Connection to Literature & Media (Television)

The idea of security is illustrated in the work American Widow. However, it is not about the different security measures taken to prevent something from happening or protecting people. Alissa Torres’ security and safety net was her husband, Luis. Luis was taken way too soon from the 9/11 attack. They were going to build a whole new life together and make a family, but after his death she struggles to go on. She illustrates her frustrations and struggles she faced as time went on. Earlier images showed her in her bed in a state of depression. Although she lost her security, she felt his presence when she slept. In Chapter 11, Alissa mentions the “high-voltage” she felt nightly of their love (Torres 121). Pictured also was the connection she felt as if she was “being rocked by a giant celestial hand” that could only be Luis’ (Torres 123). Even when she lost her “security”, she did not let that define her.

In ENGL 210 we also connected post 9/11 culture through other genres such as television shows. The theme of Security and “being watched” is a big theme of Person of Interest. In the Pilot episode, Harold Finch is introduced with his creation of this machine that watches people and knows when someone is in danger or involved in a dangerous situation. The Machine that watches every move of individuals reminds me of being watched in school. The security camera in both schools and Person of Interest is set in place as security, but it takes away the autonomy of an individual, and creates a mistrust between the individual and whoever is doing the watching. In Person of Interest, the machine does save lives; however, individuals have a mistrust and feel as if their security is very limited. 
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	Surveillance in the Eyes of a Former Student


[bookmark: _GoBack]I may not have been very old when the attacks during 9/11 occurred, but I also remember feeling an impact throughout my childhood in school. In elementary school, what I remember the most is having the outside doors locked once the clock struck 8:30 in the morning as well as the monitoring of visitors who came in. The visitors had to have identification and explain their purpose of being there. All of that was just apart of the security measures of a small private school.  I, along with the other students just went through our day thinking nothing of it. The biggest impact I observed of post 9/11 culture of security in schools is when I began at a public school. My school had locked doors after 8:15 in the morning, visitor check-ins, and security cameras at the entrances and exits to monitor the outside. Regularly, the school would inform the students of lock down drills in preparation for the event of an armed intruder. Sadly, those became more common in our culture which always scared me. Two years in to high school and I witnessed the installment of multiple security cameras around in the school. We were always being watched. Every move we made, every action that took place in the halls was being recorded. They knew when people were skipping or were not in the place that they were supposed to be. Just as in Person of Interest, I was being watched. My fellow peers were being watched. It is sad that in our culture, measures made to protect often do more harm than good. 
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