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Back in the day, African American maids in southern Mississippi were mentally abused and mistreated everyday because of the color of their skin. The book, The Help is a novel about a black maid in the south named Aibileen Davis who in the beginning of the story never speaks her mind regarding how she has been mistreated while working as a maid. Skeeter Stone is a newly graduated Caucasian college student who wants to become a professional writer. Aibileen and Skeeter develop a close bond throughout the movie and book. As Aibileen becomes more irritated with racial issues that occur when she is housekeeping, she began to tell Skeeter some stories and secrets of what it is really like to be a black maid in the south. The rhetor of this book is Kathryn Stockett and the director of the film is Tate Taylor. The Penguin Group published the book. Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures distributed the movie. The Help was set in Mississippi during the 1960s. The creators of The Help wanted to expose how racism affected the lives of many African American maids who worked for white families. The genre of The Help is historical fiction. She begins building her credibility throughout the movie with the use of stories to depict how unjust life for African American maids was at the time. This paper will have two parts, the first part will discuss the Aristotelian perspective and the second part of this paper will discuss the implications for terministic screens, strategic essentialism, and civic engagement.
August 1962 in Mississippi, Kathryn Stockett began the first scene by Aibileen Davis enlightening the audience on how her everyday life is like as an African American maid. Aibileen stated in the book that she had raised over seventeen children in her lifetime. When she was 14 years old, she had to drop out of school to become a maid because her family was struggling financially. Stockett then begins to discuss how some of the white children consider Aibileen the maid as their mother because she is the one who basically raised them. Aibileen stated that she, “knows how to get them babies to sleep, stop crying, and go in the toilet bowl before they mamas even get out a bed in the morning” (Stockett, 2016, p.1). 
Part I
An Aristotelian Framework 
	Aristotle was an influential philosopher and scientist. For Aristotle, “a rhetorical situation consists of three things: a speaker and a subject on which he or she speaks and someone addressed, and the objective of the speech relates to the last” (Palczewski, Ice & Fritch, 2016, p.15). Throughout the book, Stockett uses the three Aristotelian appeals ethos, logos, and pathos to persuade her audience. The term ethos or ethical appeal is defined as, “some variation of credibility or trustworthiness, but it originally referred to the elements of a speech that reflected on the particular character of the speaker or the speech’s author” (Owl.english.purdue.edu, 2017).  Stockett uses ethos throughout the book to convey to the audience that race was a serious issue for maids in the south. She argues that maids in the south, “raise a white child and then twenty years later the child becomes their employer. She also explains how it is that irony, that we love them and they love us, yet we do not even allow them to use the toilet in the house” (Stockett, 2009, p.50). This was a very powerful statement because it made the audience think about how wrong and unethical this particular event was in the book. The character in the book Hilly Holbrook who is a rich Caucasian lady made a false statement that, “ninety nine percent of all colored diseases are carried in the urine of African Americans” (Stockett, 2016, p.184). This statement made the audience definitely see that the maids in the movie were always untruthfully blamed for bad things in the world. This helped prove that most of the Caucasians in this book did not have credibility when speaking about African American people. Stockett also makes sure the audience knows that during this time, it was considered illegal for African Americans to discuss subject matter about disliking and voicing their opinion on anything that had to do with talking bad about the Caucasian race or laws that were put into place. The character Skeeter in the book, really wants Aibileen to know that she is trustworthy and will do anything that it takes so that the hardships the maids face will come to light in her book that she hopes to publish.
Pathos is defined as, “some variation of “emotional appeal,” but it originally referred to the elements of a speech that appealed to any of an audience’ssensibilities”(Owl.english.purdue.edu, 2017).  For Example, the audience should have felt a sense of remorse when the character Aibileen first explained to Skeeter that her son has recently died due to the color of his skin. In the book, a character named Celia is the wife of a rich man named Johnny. Hilly Holbrook is not particularly a fan of their relationship because she was once in love with Johnny. Stockett made the audience want to have sympathy for Celia even though she is portrayed as a man stealer. The character Celia has had about four miscarriages and was scared that her husband would not love her or want her if she could not have children. She begins to explain her situation to Minnie her new house maid, which ultimately makes their relationship closer. A lot of women can relate to this scene in the movie and book, which makes it easier for people to relate to. It definitely created a sense of sadness throughout the film and book.
Throughout her piece, Stockett uses the appeal logos which is defined as, “some variation of logic or reasoning, but it originally referred to the actual content of a speech and how it was organized” (Owl.english.purdue.edu, 2017). Stockett gives multiple examples of why the maids were treated so badly. For example, Jim Crow Laws were in effect which allowed African American people to be “separate but equal”. Many of the maids were scared to work with Skeeter because the racial laws were put into place. Stockett made sure the audience knew just how bad things were for maids in the south. After the book, The Help was published the black community felt as though they had a voice after all. Aibileen received a lot of back lash from white people especially Mrs. Hilly, even though her stories were written with nothing but the absolute truth. Stockett made the audience feel Aibileen’s pain when Hilly falsely accused her of stealing silver while working as a maid in the house. It does not make sense logically that Aibileen would partake in a task like this, Hilly was just trying to get revenge. At the end of the scene, Aibileen realized that she would no longer work as a maid and that she would start writing because that is something she has always wanted to do in life. 
Part II
Implications For Strategic Essentialism, Terministic Screens, and Civic Engagement
The term strategic essentialism is defined as “the process of making an identity ingredient the core part of one’s persona that legitimizes the right to speak” (Palczewski, Ice & Fritch, 2016, p.174).  All of the maids were forced to wear blue dresses while housekeeping. Their attire made them identify with each other as a group. Stockett utilizes strategic essentialism in the book, by creating stories for the Miss Myrna column. This column was successfully not because Skeeter was a good writer, but because the content in the book was truthful and came from Jackson maids all over. I feel as though the audience and the white characters in the book were more willing to actually listen to the stories because it was written by a maid’s point of view. I believe that the author Stockett realized that the audience would not have believed that the stories of maid daily life was written by someone who had never been a maid in their own life. 
Burke describes a terministic screen as, “a screen composed of terms through humans perceive the world, and that direct attention away from some interpretations and toward others” (Palczewski, Ice & Fritch, 2016, p.47). In the book, black people are depicted as poor, uneducated, and disease filled people. Unfortunately, most white characters in this story do not see anything wrong with how black people are treated. In the last chapter of The Help, Stockett quotes Howard’s Raines’s Pulitzer Prize article Grady’s Gift. The quote explains that, “There is no trickier subject for a writer from the South than that of affection between a black person and a white one in the unequal world of segregation. For the dishonesty upon which a society is founded makes every emotion suspect, makes it impossible to know whether what flowed between two people was honest feeling or pity or pragmatism” (Quoted in Stockett, 2016, p.529). Stockett then explains that this article made her think about how she could write about this uncomfortable situation in a way that will inspire the audience to be more aware. The term identity refers to, “the physical and/or behavioral attributes that make a person recognizable as a member of a group” (Palczewski, Ice & Fritch, 2016, p.169). Race, class and sex are all examples of what creates a person’s identity. In the book, African American people were considered part of the lower class in society while Caucasian people were considered part of the upper class in society. Stockett used the character Skeeter to portray how women in society are apparently supposed to act and dress based on their identity because it was considered lady like. For instance in the screen adaptation of The Help, Skeeter’s mother wanted her daughter to look more presentable by wearing a dress and straightening her hair before going on her date and social events. Skeeter’s mother also started to believe that Skeeter was a lesbian because she did not have a man. She informed Skeeter that being lesbian was basically something that was not accepted in their society and that there was a cure if she was one. Stockett also wrote about how the car a female drove made a difference and in their society it was best to let the man pick up his date. In the book, Skeeter chose to drive a pickup truck with a tractor, which made her mom ultimately upset and her date tease her.

Civic engagement is “people’s participation in individual or collective action to develop solutions to social, economic, and political challenges in their communities, states, nations, and world” (Palczewski, Ice & Fritch, 2016, p.16). Aibileen was the original maid that helped Skeeter develop stories for the Miss Myrna column. Her best friend Minny soon later also agrees to help Skeeter by telling personal stories about her life as a maid. At first, the stories Skeeter sent were enough, but the editor of the Miss Myrna column published in a paper in New York decided that Skeeter needs to recruit at least twelve more maids to write about. The other maids did not want to help by telling stories to the Miss Myrna column because they felt like it would put their own lives in danger. But, when one of the maids Yule May stole a ring from Hilly, because she could not afford to send both of her sons to college, the others maids felt like justice needed to be served. This event triggered feelings of anger and sadness amongst the group of maids that knew Yule May personally. The maids were civically engaged because they started to give stories as an outlet for their voices to finally be heard by everyone in their society. 
Discussions 
In conclusion, The Help is a rhetorical artifact that gives several examples of the mistreatment of maids in the south. Stockett’s book became very successful because she is very passionate about the issues of racism in our world. I believe that she did a good job grabbing the reader’s attention in the beginning of the book. In the beginning, Stockett explains how much Aibileen loves the babies that she takes care of, even if their parents are offensive. As I read the book, Stockett words throughout the book were very persuasive and assertive. She did not use a lot of vulgar language, which increased her credibility in the book. The stories that were told in the book were very unforgettable which kept the audience engaged the whole time. Even though this book is historical fiction, it makes readers what to contribute and do more by creating a society where whites and blacks can get along. Racial topics covered in this book, are considered a very touchy subjects that most people do not like to discuss or have debates about. The Help book and screen adaptation are considered rhetorical artifacts, because it allows the audience to have an open interpretation of the events. 









[bookmark: _GoBack]

References
Palczewski, C., Ice, R., & Fritch, J. (2016). Rhetoric in civic life (2nd ed.). State College, PA: Strata Publishing, Inc.
Purdue OWL: The Rhetorical Situation. (2017). Owl.english.purdue.edu. Retrieved 18 October 2017, from https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/625/03/
Stockett, K. (2009). The Help. New York: Penguin Books.
Taylor, T. (2011). The Help. Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures.




                                                         



APA Format 

