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Chicago: Better than expected
	Upon entering Jarman Auditorium, I was introduced to an experience unknown to me; the professional environment of this play was entirely different than the only other play I’ve seen before. The stage design seemed professionally done. I will admit, I was not excited to have to see this play, but upon seating, I was greeted by a cast member who sat down and had a whole conversation with me, making me invested in the coming experience. At the start of the play, the cast very quickly directed their attention and focus towards the audience, showing that they were using the presentational acting style. Honestly, the acting was pretty good, but to me it was not quite good enough to suspend my disbelief; it was very apparent to me that I was watching a play the whole time. Overall, though, I did enjoy the production. The worst part of it was having to separate myself from it by taking notes and not being able to fully enjoy it because of it. 
	Isabelle O’Keefe, the actress playing Roxie Hart, was the strongest performer in the cast. She is an incredible singer and dancer, and nobody else would play the role as well as her. She was the only person in the cast able to suspend my disbelief. All of these skills were performed very well, and I think they were well rounded, as one was not better than the others. She played the character well, and fulfilled everything she needed to; a large part of this coming from her very natural performance and her good use of diction. She spoke with emotion and seemed to really become her character, much better than any other performer on stage. Her best performance was the monologue she gave to the audience towards the middle of the production; this monologue allowed her to portray her wide array of abilities, such as her inflection, accent, voice, blocking, etc. This solo part allowed her to really shine and show off her abilities to the audience, and she did an amazing job at that. 
	I don’t believe the performance was great, but it was good. The actors worked together as well as I would have expected in a college performance. They have a long way to go before they are professionals, though. I don’t believe that they had the ability to totally envelop the performance, and they made it apparent to me that I was watching them perform. The connection and focus between them was not consistent, and they seemed to deviate from their characters more often than they should have. I will say that they had one really good part, and this was the “Razzle Dazzle” song. This song was the best they had to offer because it featured a large part of the cast and showed well-rehearsed blocking and their great voices. This part also showed off the work of the behind the scenes parts, such as the lighting and the music.
	I think the performance was good, and with the actors still being in training, they did a fairly good job. I think this was an ambitious and demanding choice for Longwood, but it worked out fairly well. I don’t think the actors did a good enough job fulfilling the requirements of the play, but they were on the right track. Two words I would use to describe this production would be decent and surprising.
	P.S.: The big surprise near the end is when the opera singer reveals himself as a man. Throughout the play, the audience believes that he is a woman because of the hair and makeup, but there is a point of the play where they have that character says something along the lines of “everything is not always as it appears to be.” It is at this moment when he takes the wig off to go along with that quote.
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