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The Master Plan to Spread Awareness About Sign Language at Longwood University
	Spreading awareness to a large audience on any topic can be quite challenging. However, I have considered the various elements to address these difficulties to make my project succeed. My project is to spread awareness to students attending Longwood University about the new American Sign Language program that is being introduced this fall. To succeed, there are a number of steps that I will have to accomplish.
	The first thing that I will have to do is find out information from Dr. Edwards, the Department Head of English and Modern Languages about the new program. Before anything, I will compile a list of questions about the new program to ask Dr. Edwards; such as: how will the program be different from those in the past, how will this compare to other programs offered at other universities, etc. Once this is complete I will send an e-mail requesting to have an interview to discuss various aspects about the program. If Dr. Edwards, does have time to discuss the questions with me I will bring along a voice recorder to document his answers. If he is unable to make time for an in-person interview, I will send another e-mail requesting to send my queries to him for him to answer in his own time. Dr. Edwards’ answers will act as a foundation for a number of my steps.
	To appeal to students attending Longwood University, I will also be using social media as a means to spread awareness. The social medias that I will be utilizing are Twitter and Facebook. For Twitter, I will be designing a hashtag (#SignUp!) to go on Longwood University’s Twitter page. This hashtag will directly link to the new program and American Sign Language in general. In aide of this step, I will be attempting to recruit some of my friends (who have taken sign language) to join in and spread the hashtag. This will cover more of the groundwork and since my friends have a larger online presence than I usually do, this will aide tremendously in my online campaign. The second form of social media that I will be using is Facebook. On Facebook I will be posting numerous videos and links on Longwood’s Facebook page that discuss deaf culture, American Sign Language, and how learning sign language benefits individuals. I will also be posting these videos in the various club pages that I am a part of (Longwood Sign Language Club, HSA, Pre-Professional Health Society, etc.) from this there will be a way to connect to a larger group of people who are related to the field I am striving to be a part of and whom will benefit from having some knowledge of sign language.
	The most intensive step that I will have to complete will be in accordance with the Longwood Sign Language Club. I will be first e-mailing the president of the club and set up a face-to-face meeting with her to discuss my idea for collaboration. For this particular step, the main focus will be that I will work with the Longwood Sign Language Club to create a promotional flyer to be handed out during Spring Weekend with every purchase that is made at their booth. This flyer will have information obtained from Dr. Edwards on the new program, evidence pertaining to the benefits of learning sign language, brief history of sign language in America (such as the different types, how it evolved from Old American Sign Language, etc.), and some promotion of the Sign Language Club. The pamphlet will follow color theory in that there will be bright colors that highlight the different sections; colors such as yellow and red are typical for this type of marketing tactic. In order to create these pamphlets, there is the matter of printing. At the very least we will have to have enough pamphlets to go with each piece of merchandise that we will be selling and then a few extras in case of any mishaps and to pass out in general. Unfortunately, printing costs money (be it the inks or the process itself) and there are two possibilities that we can utilize. The first possibility is to use privately owned printers or we can use the printing services available at the Greenwood Library. For the sake of a budget let us say that we will print one hundred and fifty pamphlets. If we were to use the printing services at the library to print one colored copy would be one dollar. Therefore the budget for this would project would be one hundred and fifty dollars. However, if we use a privately owned printer then we would have to account for any extra ink and paper used for printing, so if we buy an extra black and color ink for a printer along with paper the total cost would be forty-eight dollars and eighty-six cents. When comparing the two possible budgets, I am more inclined to pursue the cheaper option. 
	The final step for my plan is to work with members of The Rotunda in writing an article about the introduction of the new American Sign Language (ASL) program after contacting them through their website. The article as a whole will be like the flyer in describing the new program, a brief history of ASL, the benefits of learning ASL, and why students should take the class this coming fall. I will assist the writer by providing the questions and answers from my interview with Dr. Edwards to act as a base so that way the representative from The Rotunda can determine if there are any questions that they would like to ask in addition or readdress. I will work with the representative in accurately representing Deaf Culture, the history of American Sign Language, and the status of American Sign Language today. Through this avenue of spreading awareness I hope to reach individuals who may not have much of a web presence or did not receive a flyer during Spring Weekend. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	American Sign Language is an incredible language to learn and provides students with insight into a different culture unique in itself. This new program is an opportunity that should be seized while it is available. It is my hope that by following these steps to successfully spread awareness amongst the students of Longwood University there will be a renewed interest in this fascinating language and culture.
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