

1
		Hahn 
Emily Hahn
Dr. Deborah Welch
History 221
26 April 2017
Bridget Bishop, You’re A Witch!
Imagine hearing a judge convict you of being a witch after you have been on trial.  Then, to top it off, you hear that your execution is set for June 10th.  That is what happened to Bridget Bishop.  Bridget Bishop was from Essex County, Massachusetts.  Around the time of her trial she was in her early 40’s.  Her and her second husband, Edward Bishop, lived right outside of Salem proper during the Salem Witch Trials.  
Bridget did not have the best relationships with her husbands.  One of the first times she was accused of being a witch was because she “bewitched her first husband (a Goodman Wasslebee) to death” (Hansen, 64).  There was not enough evidence to convict her at this time.  It does come into play during her trial in 1679.  Her second husband also accused her of being a witch.  They had multiple marital issues that were settled in a courtroom.  Before they were punished, he passed away.  Bridget then married Edward Bishop.  He also accused her of being a witch.  His accusation and other evidence led to her final conviction.  
Bridget and her third husband, Edward, were described as people who “entertained people … at unseasonable hours in the night to keep drinking” (Boyer, 192).  When the tavern that she conveniently lived across the street from closed, the party would just continue at her house.  This went against the lifestyle of a simple Quaker.  When Bridget was on trial, this was one of the pieces of evidence that convicted her of being a witch.  
Not only did Bridget like to entertain, she also liked to wear clothing that was, “incomprehensible to a simple Quaker” (Hansen, 65).  Samuel Shattuck, a local dyer, testified that Bridget brought lace for him to dye red.  Bridget had been seen in a red bodice but, this lace was too short for any human to wear.  He was implying that these pieces of lace were for dolls, black magic dolls.  Once Bridget was on trial, two men testified against her saying that they found many puppets with pins stuck in them in the walls of Bridget and Thomas’s old house.  This fits in the culture of witchcraft.  It was common for witches to hide the dolls in the wall so no one would see them.  Again, this was not enough evidence to convict her but it did help.  
	A common myth was that one could heal a child by scratching the face of a witch.  Samuel Shattuck’s son was ill and throwing fits.  Samuel decided to take his son to Bridget Bishop’s house so his son could scratch her face.  Things did not turn out like Samuel planned.  Bridget ended up scratching the boy’s face.  He never healed; some say he was bewitched.  Others say that he, “may well have been due to his frightening experience” (Hansen, 67).  Of course, at this time it was common for doctors to diagnose witchcraft. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	With all of the aforementioned evidence and many people accusing her of being a witch, it was time for Bridget Bishop to go on trial.  Her examination started on April 19th, 1692.  As she was walking into the courtroom, she looked at the church across the street.  As soon as she laid eyes on the church, a rafter from the ceiling “came crashing to the floor” (Boyer, 15).  Onlookers expected something unusual to happen as a witch was starting her trial.  During her trial Richard Coman, John Cook, and John Louder testified against Bridget and presented spectral evidence saying that she appeared to them in the middle of the night in years prior.  The men did not present any new ideas about witches.  This was typical during the witch trials, it happened during the accusation of Sarah Good, Tituba, John Proctor, Dorcas Hoar, and George Burroughs.  With the presented evidence and personal testimonies against Bridget Bishop, she was convicted of being a witch on June 3rd, 1692 and her hanging was set for June 10th, 1692.  Bridget Bishop was not the first witch to be convicted but she was the first to be executed.  “In prison there was this kind of concrete evidence only against Bridget Bishop” (Hansen, 123).  This is what led to her being the first executed.  The court was positive she was a witch because of the dolls and the scratching of the child’s face that bewitched the child.  Her grave is located at what is now known as “Witches’ Hill” on the other side of the Town of Salem.  
Do I believe in witches?  No.  I believe that the people of Salem truly thought that the people they convicted were witches.  I do not believe that there is enough evidence to convict and execute a person of witchcraft.  Bridget Bishop’s trial had more convincing evidence than some.  But, the evidence presented in her trial was similar to evidence presented in other trials.  In the end, they thought that “in all probability [Bridget is] a practicing witch” (Hansen, 64).  She had bewitched her husband and a child and many testified against her.  What do you think?  
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