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[bookmark: _GoBack]A group of federalists, James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay, under the name of Publius wrote a series of Federalist Papers to encourage the states to ratify the Constitution. James Madison wrote Federalist Paper 51 which talks about the separation of powers, checks and balances, and the protection of minority rights.  The entire idea of federalism is, “the division of powers and functions between the national government and the state governments” (Lowi, 61).  The United States formed a republican government where each branch is independent of each other under the Constitution.  This system has been beneficial and effective since the formation of the government in the Constitution in 1788.  The colonists were discontented with a monarchy society where one person had all the power.  Madison was afraid of a tyrant leader.  The federalists knew that there needed to be a government but they wanted to change the way the government was set up.  James Madison took French philosopher, Baron de Montesquieu’s, ideas and rearticulated it to fit best in the United States to make sure that one person or branch of government does not get too powerful.  He did this by setting up a system of checks and balances along with the separation of powers.  The creation of the separation of powers was intended to “improve the energy and efficiency of government…in order to fulfill its [each branch] unique function” (Peacock, 2).  Instead of one person with all of the power, they set up three different branches (the legislative, the judicial, and the executive) and divided the power between them.  Within each branch the power can be split up even more.  The branches are set up in a particular way that only the president has the executive power, the courts have the judiciary power, and congress has the legislative power.  The separation of powers ensures that one branch does not get too powerful. 
There is a need for government because men are not perfect.  Madison said, “If men were angels, no government would be necessary” (Madison, 2).  But, men are not angels.  In a thesis paper, Jason Beavers’ said, “government—to control our flaws and keep us from tearing each other apart” (Beavers, 28).  But, creating a perfect form of government where every citizen is happy is impossible.  Madison also said, “in framing a government which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it to control itself” (Madison, 2).  It is a natural desire for a person to want even more power than they were given.  The opportunity for a person in power, like the president, supreme court chief justice, or senator, to gain more power needs to be eliminated.  This is done by giving each branch of government certain powers. Some of those powers include “checking” the other branches so that the power hungry individuals can be avoided.  Making each branch mostly independent of each other ensures that one branch does not take the power of another.  Madison wrote about this idea in 1788 and it is still true to this day.  
Madison wanted to promise the “preservation of liberty” by making sure each branch had their own goals and the members do not have any active participation in the appointments of other members (Madison, 1).  He had the goal of the founding fathers in mind when he wrote this sentence.  The key ideas in the Declaration of Independence, were “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” (US 1776).  In order to keep the “preservation of liberty” the natural rights of every citizen needs to be protected (Madison, 1).  These protected rights that the citizens are given are talked about in the Bill of Rights.  The main idea of the “preservation of liberty” is each branch of government has specific duties they are supposed to fulfill (1).  If there was only one branch of government, it would be almost impossible to get anything done.  There would be too many people trying to do too many things at once.  The second idea is that members are appointed without help from members of other branches.  This is to keep the start of the election process equal.  Possible appointee members of one branch could lie or negatively exaggerate something that a possible appointee to another branch did to gain more power once the election was over.  
Separation of powers is the idea that one branch does not get more powerful than another.  The way that this is executed is through the system of checks and balances.  Checks and balances allow for a branch to overpower another if they are stepping outside of their given powers.  This needs to be done along with the separation of powers because it limits the increase of power that each branch can get.  Madison said, “But the great security against a gradual concentration of the several powers in the same department, consists in giving to those who administer each department the necessary constitutional means and personal motives to resist encroachments of the others” (2).  This allows for each branch to check the other branches.  This can be seen in todays government.  For example, the President, from the executive branch, can veto bills from the legislative branch that he or she believes to be unconstitutional.  Or, congress can impeach the president if 2/3’s of each chamber vote yes.  
Madison knew that the legislative branch would be the most powerful in a republican government.  Because of this, congress’ power is divided between the House of Representatives and the Senate.  A check on the legislative branch for example, is only budget bills can be introduced in the House of Representatives.  This is done because members of the House have only two year terms, unlike the senate her serve six year terms.  If the people do not like what they are doing, voting, or proposing, they can be voted out in two years.  They are the most powerful because they create legislation and they are closer to the people.   
Madison talks about the key outcomes of the separation of powers and checks and balances.  With both of theses systems in place, it forms “a double security” for the people (Madison, 3).  This is needed to ensure that citizens natural rights are not compromised.  The second point he makes is, “different governments will control each other, at the same time that each will be controlled by itself” (Madison, 3).  This is good in theory and in practice.  The reason checks and balances works so well in this society is because “ambition must be made to counteract ambition” (Madison, 2).  The most powerful person in each branch is going to want more power, it is a natural want.  Because of this they are going to make sure that no one else can take away the power they want.  This is an unflawed theory.  
	There was an understandable fear from the federalists and the anti-federalists of their rights being taken away.  Some had lived in England under the king and the others had lived in the colonies under British rule.  Madison knew that the majority opinion would be the one acted on.  In a continuation from one of his previous papers, Madison writes, “If a majority be united by a common interest, the rights of the minority will be insecure” (3).  Madison also gives a way to fix this.  His solution is to create factions that include all classes and interests.  This allows for the minority to be mixed in with the majority so no class is considered the majority.  Every persons’ rights must be protected under the government.  Officials keep this in mind when sectioning off territory and districts.  Gerrymandering, the sectioning of districts to give an advantage to a particular party, is seen today.  It allows for the minority opinion to become the majority in the area.   
	Federalists in general wanted the national government to be stronger than the state government.  Because of this, they faced a great deal of opposition from the anti-federalists who wanted state-centered government.  Madison only focused on the separation of national powers but the anti-federalists were upset when Federalist Paper 51 came out because Madison gave the executive branch more power than the anti-federalists wanted.  Madison knew that the legislative branch would be the most powerful, but the federalists in general favor the executive branch.
	In conclusion, James Madison gave various, sufficient, solutions to guarantee that a single person does not overtake the government.  He also expanded on Montesquieu’s idea of the separation of power to include checks and balances and how they should work.  This is an reasonable solution to prevent a autocracy considering it was put into the United States Constitution and is still used two-hundred and twenty-seven years later.  One man, or group of men, in a branch of government are not going to let another branch get more power than their own branch.  He did not stop there in his paper, he also included how to protect the minority rights from the majority rule.  Madison has the right idea about how our government should work and what should be included in the Constitution.  James Madison is called the Father of the Constitution for a reason.  
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