Everyone has their own opinion on the rights of man.  Some people believe that every man is born with equal unalienable rights.  Others believe that certain freedoms are to be earned.  Others think that rights are inherited based on their genealogy.  Some people believe that not everyone deserve basic rights.  There are two specific opinions discussed in the readings from Heritage of Western Civilization.  They are the opinions of Olympe de Gouges and Edmund Burke.  Olympe de Gouges viewed that men should be born free and remain free.  Edmund Burke thought that men were given their rights based on “long-standing tradition” and their ancestry.  These two people had very contradicting views, but they thoroughly explained them in the book.   
Olympe de Gouges wrote Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen in response to Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen.  She liked what the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen had to say, but she wanted a Declaration of Rights for females.  Everything de Gouges wrote in the Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen was the same as the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen except it was written in favor of female rights.  She states in Article I, “Woman is born free and lives equal to man in her rights.  Social distinctions can be based only on the common utility.” Therefore, Olympe de Gouges believed that men and women are born free.  She also believed that no one should be stripped of their property, unless it is legally taken away from them.  Because men and women have the same rights, they also have the same responsibilities.  This is what Olympe de Gouges means by saying, “Women, like men, obey this rigorous law.”  She is saying that everyone must obey the law, the king.  Unlike, Edmund Burke, she did not believe that rights came from the king.  She demonstrated this by writing “law of nature” multiple times throughout the Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen.  
In contrast, Edmund Burke viewed Thomas Jefferson’s idea of natural rights as “repugnant” because he believed that men are given certain rights based on tradition.  Edmund Burke was very loyal to the king.  He believed that citizens are to “obey the law in him,” meaning that the rights of man come from the king and man should obey the king.  He also models his beliefs off of Charles I Petition of Right and the Magna Charta.  Charles I states, “Your subjects have inherited this freedom.”  The Magna Charta viewed “their most sacred rights and franchises as an inheritance.”  King William II and Queen Mary II wrote in the Declaration of Right, that rights are “long possessed” and “ancient and indubitable rights.” Based on the previous documents, Edmund Burke says “our liberties [are an] entailed inheritance.”  He means that men get their rights and liberties based on their fathers, and they will pass down their rights to their children.  Based on his views, this means a peasant farmer will pass down his peasant rights to his children.  In support of his argument, he states, “Our political system is placed in a just correspondence and symmetry with the order of the world.”  The world in that time was based on a hierarchy.  He is trying to say that rights and freedoms are given to people based on where they are in the hierarchy.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, Olympe de Gouges and Edmund Burke both responded to the Declaration of Right, that was approved by the National Assembly in August of 1789.  In each of their responses, they explained, by using examples, their points of view on the rights of man.  Olympe de Gouges and Edmund Burke had conflicting opinions on the rights of man.  Some individuals, like Olympe de Gouges and Thomas Jefferson, believe that every person is born with natural rights.  Others like Edmund Burke, Charles I, and King William and Queen Mary believe that rights are inherited and not guaranteed.  
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