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	English 150 is a required course for all students to take.  As stated on the syllabus, “This course will develop your writing ability for study, work, and other areas based on experience, observation, research, and reading of selected literature. It will guide you in learning writing as a process: understanding audience and purpose, exploring ideas and information, composing, revising, and editing.”  There are four specific outcomes that each student who takes this class should improve in.  Everything that I have learned in this class has been useful and applicable to other classes.  The only thing that I found frustrating was switching back and forth between different writing styles.  After writing one way for a couple of weeks and then switching caused problems for me.  Overall, taking this course has allowed me to better my writing process in all disciplines.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The first outcome is adapting to the disciplinary conventions of writing to the different disciplines.  For the first essay, I wrote a scientific proposal on the impact of same-sex marriage on the wedding economy in Virginia.   When writing anything for the hard Sciences, you have to be very specific and explain things in detail.  When I explained how I was going to collect my data, for example, I stated exactly what I was going to do.  I wrote, “In order to accurately gather data, it is best to use everyone who gets married in the state of Virginia in the next ten years for the population.  The population will include same-sex marriages and heterosexual marriages.”  This allows someone to come along and redo the experiment to find the same results because it is exact.  I came across a problem with my second essay in social sciences trying to write in the context of the paper.  The paper did not have a specific argument which is needed not only for a social science paper but any paper.  Everyone who read my rough draft asked me the same thing, “What is your thesis?”  After revising, I realized that Kings Dominions impact on central Virginia is major and I needed to focus only on one aspect.  This is still a problem that I need to work on improving.  Another problem I found in outcome one is in the third essay.   When writing in the humanities, you must analyze and not just summarize historical events.  In my rough draft, I stated that getting to the James River is important but I never stated why.  When revising, I added, “The James River is a vital resource to take control of because it is a route to get or transfer supplies from the mountains to Richmond for example.  If the Union could take over the James River then they could take over the Confederate capital of Richmond.”  This improved my paper because it analyzed and summarized.  
	Outcome two focuses on sources.  I have always struggled with just looking online for sources.  In the third essay, I finally found more credible sources from the JSTOR database.  One of the more difficult parts of writing in the different disciplines is switching between citation types.  In the first essay, I used APA style for the first time.  It was very difficult to remember all of the different rules but the Bedford Handbook helped tremendously.  When I submitted my essay’s to turnitin.com, it was reflected in my first two essays that I properly knew how to cite sources because the plagiarism percentage was at zero.  
	The third outcome is about the writing process.  I improved my writing process by learning how to free write at the beginning of the semester.  This allows me to get all of my thoughts out and on paper before organizing them in an outline.  Before free writing, my outlines were very choppy and disorganized.  Another way that I have learned to be more productive is to set fake deadlines so I am not writing my paper at the very last minute. But, I struggle with actually keeping the fake deadlines.  This sometimes causes me to not even do the bear minimum.  
	The fourth outcome focuses on mechanics of writing styles.  When writing for the hard sciences and social sciences you should use “we” instead of “I..”  In my hard sciences paper, I used “I” throughout.  For example, “I would like to track… I would like to compare.”  In the rough draft of my second essay, I still used a lot of first person sentences.  For example, “All summer long you have gone… if you go… you ask yourself.”  When revising my paper, I took out this entire section to make it fit the description of a social sciences paper better.
	After a semester in this class, I have learned how to successfully write in the different disciplines.  I can apply what I have learned to other classes.  For example, after writing the third essay in humanities using the Chicago Manuel Style, I had a research paper in my history class.  I knew how to do the correct citations.  I also knew how to not only summarize what happened but analyze what happened as well.  I have benefitted from finding a writing process that works most effectively for me.  As I write for other classes I am not as scatterbrained or disorganized because I know to start by free writing and then organizing my thoughts.  
	In college and even in to the work force, I can and must continue to improve my writing to fit the assignment.  As a future teacher, I must be able to write lesson plans that are specific and detailed.   I know the areas that I perform well in and the areas that I need to improve in.  The best way for me to improve is to ask for feedback on my rough drafts and focus my revisions on what the reader has told me as well as remembering everything I learned in this class. 

