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What? No Alcohol?  The Opinion of Fitzgerald
[bookmark: _GoBack]Alcohol and parties where alcohol was consumed are major topics in the early 1900’s because of the 18th amendment, which prohibited the manufacturing, sale, and transportation of intoxicating liquors.  This led to the Prohibition Era, which lasted, from 1919 to 1933.  In 1933, the 21st amendment repealed the 18th ending the Prohibition Era.  In a New York Times article written the day after F. Scott Fitzgerald died says, “1925 [the year The Great Gatsby was published] a time when gin was the national drink and sex the national obsession”.  With the relief of the First World War ending, Americans took their liberties too far with the overindulgence in all aspects of life.  F. Scott Fitzgerald described the roaring twenties as, “the greatest, gaudiest spree in history” (Avey 2).  The individuals felt that the quality of life had no boundaries.  Tori Avey from PBS wrote, “Alcohol flowed like water in homes across the country, and drunkards filled America’s prisons and poorhouses” (Avey 3).  For each citizen’s well being, the government wanted to create boundaries and control the amount of alcohol consumed.  The 18th Amendment was designed in the hopes of doing just that. Even though alcohol was prohibited, it did not stop the consumption of alcoholic beverages.  It did however stop to an extent the public consumption of alcohol.  It did create “jobs” for those willing to take the risk of manufacturing and distributing bootlegged alcohol.  
In his book, The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald wrote the main character Jay Gatsby as a bootlegger who surrounded himself with alcohol.  It would have been easy for Fitzgerald to write about a character like Gatsby because he was an alcoholic and he was surrounded by alcohol and bootlegging.  The setting is New York in the 1920’s.  Nick, the narrator, lives beside this mysterious man, Jay Gatsby.  Nick knows that Jay throws extravagant parties every weekend and lots of people show up.  Based on the look of his house and parties, Nick knows that Gatsby is rich.  Some people say he inherited all of his money, but others rumor that he is a bootlegger.  When Tom accused Gatsby of bootlegging with their friend Walter, Gatsby replied, “He came to us dead broke.  He was very glad to pick up some money, old sport” (Fitzgerald 134).  Gatsby admitted that he was in the bootlegging business and he did not seem to care who knew.  This is an example of the profit that was made from bootlegging. 
Bootlegging is described as, “alcoholic liquor unlawfully made, sold, or transported, without registration or payment of taxes” (“Bootlegging”).  Bootlegging started in the 1880’s in the Midwest but this “job” became very popular, in the 1920’s, once alcohol became hard to find because of prohibition.
Between 1920 and 1934 Francis Scott Key Fitzgerald published four novels. The majority of his books were written during the Prohibition Era.  He was able to put his view of the time period into his books without realizing he was doing so.  Even though he did not come out and say he was against prohibition, one can infer that he was because of his writings and his life actions.  His character Gatsby was written as a bootlegger and Perry, in the book The Camel’s Back, published in 1922, as an alcoholic.  Every novel that Fitzgerald wrote during the time of prohibition revolved around alcohol.   F. Scott Fitzgerald himself was an alcoholic.  In letters that his wife Zelda sent to him talking about their first years together, she wrote, “we drank always” ("F. Scott Fitzgerald: Prohibition Ale").  In their later years as Zelda’s mental health started to decline, his daily alcohol intake increased to about 37 bottles of beer a day ("F. Scott Fitzgerald: Prohibition Ale") and this did not include any other alcohol consumed in a day.  His favorite drink was gin because he thought that it could not be smelled on his breath (Avey 6).  
	Even though the books that Fitzgerald wrote are not considered autobiographies, his books reflect his life and the life of those around him.  The main characters in the books were alcoholics just like he was.  The Camel’s Back, published in 1922, is about a man named Perry who gets drunk, goes to a costume party dressed as a camel and continues drinking. This behavior was typical during this time period.  Perry was considered an alcoholic.  The government frowned upon this type of behavior, but based on his writing, it appears F. Scott Fitzgerald approved of this action.  
	In Fitzgerald’s short story, The Jelly Bean, Jim’s dad died in a drunken fight. More than likely he would not have been the only person to die that way.  Nancy drinks from a friend’s flask and starts telling about her dream to become a popular English woman like Lady Diana.  When people consume alcohol they have a tendency to say things that they would not normally want to share to others.  They lose their sense of judgment. She tells Jim that she loves him and then she gets drunk again and marries her first boyfriend, not Jim.  In this short story, the characters seem to stay drunk the entire time.  Much like Fitzgerald did daily.  This short story was published in Tales of the Jazz Age, in 1922.  In Tales of the Jazz Age, Fitzgerald wrote about what he was seeing at this period of time.  Even though this was during prohibition, drinking was still happening just as frequently as it had before prohibition.
	Even though Fitzgerald was against prohibition and drinking, he understood the negative effects of alcohol.  He wrote The Lost Decade, which is also published in Tales of the Jazz Age.  In The Lost Decade, the narrator, Orrison is speaking with some other men.  He is extremely confused because everything has changed and he does not really understand why.  The men ask if he had been locked away in prison or an asylum but he then realizes he has been drunk for so long that he can’t remember things that have happened around him for the last ten years.  Mr. Trimble says, “Some people would consider themselves lucky to’ve missed the last decade” ("Short Stories, by F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Lost Decade" 2).  In the short story, Fitzgerald makes the point that staying drunk for long periods of time can cause you to feel like you have lost all of that time.  
In conclusion, F. Scott Fitzgerald demonstrated his disapproval of the 18th amendment in his writings.  By the time he stopped writing, the 21st amendment became official and it repealed the 18th amendment.  Most of the books that Fitzgerald wrote were based on what was happening in his surroundings.  Since it was the Roaring Twenties, alcohol and parties became a popular topic.  His books reflected the behavior of the majority of people at that time.  
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