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The Effect of Teachers on Their Students
Whether students know it or not, their lives are directly affected by their elementary school teachers, high school teachers, and college professors.  Teachers provide a variety of guidance and examples that many students aren’t lucky enough to have at home.  Throughout my education, two teachers have provided me with this safety, and I owe most of my academic success to them. The purpose of this paper is to persuade readers that the way teachers interact with their students has a direct impact on the students’ work ethics and self-esteems.  Good teachers should try to boost their students’ self esteems while encouraging and challenging them in school, which can help them become more successful in their educations, personal lives, and jobs.
	According to Pamela Tucker and James Stronge, there is a difference between a highly qualified teacher and a highly effective teacher.  Throughout my education, I have had many “highly qualified” teachers, but only a select few of them have been “highly qualified” and “highly effective”.  The few teachers who were both qualified and effective possessed a certain ability to come across as extremely educated in their field while remaining relatable to a large group of teenagers.  Two examples of teachers that possess these qualities are my seventh grade English teacher, Ms. Sheridon, and my eleventh and twelfth grade Physics teacher, Mr. Hayes.  These two teachers allowed me to feel secure in their classes.  I knew that no matter how badly I screwed up in their subjects, they would help me get back on my feet; because of this, I actually worked harder in their classes and I was more successful as a result.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A 2014 study conducted on the relationship between self-esteem and the academic achievement of high school students concluded that in general, students with higher self-esteems tend to be more academically successful than those with lower self-esteems.  The study recommended that educators attempt to support their students self-esteems by teaching them to accept their flaws, addressing and dealing with mental illness such as depression in their students, and encouraging innovation and trying new things in and outside of the classroom.  By helping their students raise their self-esteems, they are teaching them in more ways than one.  
	Self-efficacy is also strongly positively correlated with self-esteem.  Self-efficacy is the mindset that if one tries, they can and will make a difference in something that matters to them.  Therefore, a student with a higher level of self-efficacy will be more likely to show greater motivation in their schoolwork due to their higher self-esteem.  Greater motivation also means greater productivity, and it shows higher grades in the classroom.
	The world of education is a tricky one.  In order to have an effective classroom, teachers must demand respect.  At the same time, personal relationships require room for error and a sense of understanding.  Teachers must try to find a balance between these two aspects and apply them in their classrooms in order to be as effective as possible with their students.  If they are successful in doing this, their students should feel safe, secure, and motivated to work hard in their classrooms and throughout their lives after education.
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