Murriel Grimes

	Longwood Seminar does a very thorough job of encouraging personal responsibility, self-sufficiency, and citizen leadership in life at Longwood.  Longwood University makes a huge effort to engrain these qualities in its students, especially the incoming freshmen.  This year’s reading assignment, The Other Wes Moore, is a prime example of someone who has had to learn these three qualities and shape his life accordingly.  Wes Moore’s life and the lessons he has learned can relate to those of a college student because like Wes Moore, college students must learn the importance of personal responsibility, self-sufficiency, and citizen leadership, and display them in their everyday lives.
	Throughout The Other Wes Moore, Wes takes personal responsibility in admitting and accepting that there is a very thin line between his life and the other Wes’s life.  He does not claim to have made better decisions or worked harder than the other Wes, but he does analyze the many factors that played a part in the separate paths of the two men.  He doesn’t attempt to trigger sympathy for the other Wes, but he does acknowledge that what happened to him could have been prevented.  Wes says, “The chilling truth is that his story could have been mine.  The tragedy is that my story could have been his.”  This applies to any college student.  Some succeed and some don’t.  Of course, college isn’t for everybody and some students realize this after enrolling.  However, this is not the case for all students.  Two students with equal potential can have different levels of success in college depending on their opportunities and work ethics.  This relates to Wes’s analysis of what went differently between his life and the other Wes’s life.  Personal responsibility is crucial in the success of any college student.  Some students learn it and some don’t.  Like Wes, students must take responsibility for themselves.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Much of The Other Wes Moore has to do with self-sufficiency as well.  Both Wes’s had to learn self-sufficiency at a very young age.  When Wes lived in the Bronx, he had to learn to look out for himself.  However, he had his mother and grandparents to help him.  The other Wes was taught how to be self sufficient from his brother Tony, who was a bad influence on the other Wes.  This may have caused his definition of self-sufficiency to be very different from Wes’s definition.  Samuel Beckett once said, “Try again.  Fail again.  Fail better.”  Wes responded to this quote with, “Failing does not make us a failure.  But not trying to do better, to be better, does make us fools.” Wes understood that failing does not necessarily point one towards failure, but the other Wes might not have.  This is a necessary concept for college students to grasp.  Every college student will likely fail at something they attempt, especially in their freshman year.  LSEM uses the Other Wes Moore to teach students that this is okay. Understanding that failure leads to the appreciation of success takes a great deal of self-sufficiency.
	LSEM also uses The Other Wes Moore to encourage citizen leadership at Longwood. A citizen leader is someone who displays education, values, and service in every aspect of their life, and Wes Moore does just that.  According to Wes, “the choices we make about the lives we live determine the kinds of legacies we leave.”  This is something that college students should accept.  College is about coming out of one’s shell, going above and beyond, and making a difference in one’s life and the lives of others around them.  All of this is necessary in becoming a citizen leader, and Wes exemplifies this in his life and writing.
	The Other Wes Moore is an excellent first year reading assignment.  It helps incoming freshmen learn about personal responsibility, self-sufficiency, and citizen leadership.  It teaches readers about opportunity, hard work, and stability and how fragile it can be.  Anyone who reads The Other Wes Moore and really tries to understand the concepts behind the book is sure to benefit from it and hopefully shape their life in a way that displays personal responsibility, self-sufficiency, and citizen leadership.
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