1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Why would Thoreau's essay be called "Civil Disobedience"?
Thoreau’s essay is called “Civil Disobedience” because he wants American Citizens, the common man to disobey laws if they find the law to be unjust. As governments are ruled by the majority and it is not always run by what is right, because they are physically the strongest. Politicians and lawyers serve their office with their heads and therefore don’t make any moral distinctions, so they are likely to serve the devil. “All men recognize the right of revolution; that is, the right to refuse allegiance to, and to resist, the government, when its tyranny or its inefficiency are great and unendurable” writes Henry Thoreau. Meaning that the people have an obligation to do what they view as right and not to follow the laws that are made by the majority. This is based on America’s views of slavery and war. Therefore, he stopped paying taxes. 
2) According to Thoreau, what is the definition of a government?
According to Thoreau the definition of American’s government is a   machine where the majority rules as it is the strongest body and follows their logic even if it provides very little reason. This is noted in his explanation of slavery and that government in general is useless. 
3) Thoreau suggests that "We should be men first, and subjects afterward." What is the difference between the two? Why do you think Thoreau makes this suggestion?
What Thoreau is saying by “We should be men first, and subject’s afterword” is that men should be individuals first that they should make their own judgements about what is morally right and wrong. Then stand up for their own beliefs, just as he refused to pay taxes. He then says to be subjects and follow the government’s laws. Essentially subjects are followers of the government and are under its thumb. As the government often makes poor decisions that are not constitutional, such as slavery. 
4) Do you think Thoreau looks down on soldiers, captains, generals, etc? Support your answer with textual evidence (from what he says in his essay).
“A common and natural result of an undue respect for law is, that you may see a file of soldiers, colonel, captain, corporal, privates, powder-monkeys, and all, marching in admirable order over hill and dale to the wars, against their wills, ay against their common sense and consciences, which makes it very steep marching indeed, and produces a palpation of the heart”. From this the audience can see clearly that Thoreau very much dislikes the military as he views it as a “damnable business”. Where they are simply guns and forts that serve the government. He further says they have the same worth as horses and dogs and are machines made by the government. 
5) What examples does he cite of conscientious men that were made the enemies of society (but were later vindicated and are now held in high esteem)? 
	The examples he cites of conscientious men that were made the enemies of society were the military men. The soldiers, colonel, captain, corporal, privates, and powder-monkeys.
6) How does Thoreau exercise "civil disobedience"? What happens as a result? Does his action fit in with your view of active citizenship? What else would you have done if you were in his shoes during his time period?

Thoreau exercises civil disobedience when the tax collectors come along and he refused to pay, and even went to jail for not paying these yearly taxes. He feels that small protests are the beginning and will make change come around specifically with war and slavery. He also states that the people should be men first and then subjects.  I believe that men should be individuals first and I would like to say that I don’t follow the government or anyone else blindly or sit when I know something is wrong. He says that voting is like a chess game but at this time women were not allowed to vote so I would not have been able to participate in that action. Voting today is viewed as being an active citizen and this is what gives the people voice. 
