Valarie Fridley
Dr. Guler
English 400
[bookmark: _GoBack]Terministic Screen:
Colleen Keough goes into depth about terministic screens and its meaning. Keough describes a terministic screen as to “direct the attention of the audience along a certain line of thought; a definition of reality” (1). This can change individuals’ thoughts or have multiple meanings interpreted by different people. He uses reflection, selection, and deflection, to explain the different ways of directing the audience’s attention. Sexist language goes hand in hand with terministic screens. It acts as a terministic screen because sexist language “causes, promotes, and perpetuates sex role stereotypes” (8). Separated by different interpretations of a situation sexist language is defined as “words or actions which arbitrarily assign roles to people based upon sex or gender, makes people victims of sex role stereotypes” (3). The role of women in society is evolving but the language is sadly not reflecting the change today. Keough explains “as sexist language operates to select and reflect a narrow view of men’s and women’s characteristics, it further deflects the characteristics from being applicable to both sexes” (9). Sexism is taught to children at such a young age. They see it in situations or hear it from their parents or friends. Sexism is not something that people are born with, they develop it by learning from others. Historically, women and men played different roles, “males received the primary focus” (8). This just goes to show that the “sexist language deflects the characteristics from being applicable to both sexes” (9). As people are being taught the differences in a male and a female, we are not so opposite as people are making us out to be. Heide posits, “To stereotype people by sex is to polarize people” (10).   

