	Why Ocean Health Matters?
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Oceans are not only essentials to many Marine life, but it is also vital to the humankind. Oceans provide shelter to animals in the sea, but when destruction occurs, food and profits are lost. Therefore, the diversity and productivity of the world’s oceans is a vital interest for humankind.  
	
	
		Who We Are?
About Us
We are group of college students dedicated in informing the public about ocean’s health and the marine life. This organization is organized by Estela Hurd, Alexa Fojtik, and Eric Scmidt. Each of us took our time to find the right information to share it to the public.
Our Mission
Our team would like to provide important information about the threats that our Oceans experiencing today. With our research, the threats and solutions are discussed to guide the public on how to save our Oceans and the marine life. We would also like to encourage our audience to join our organization, thus we could all make a difference in saving our planet. If you would like to join to our organization or for any concerns or comments, please don’t hesitate to contact us. Thank you.
Contact Us



201 High St, Farmville, VA 23901
Phone: 555-555-5555
Fax: 555-555-5501
E-mail:
Estela.Hurd@live.longwood.edu
Alexa.Fojtik@live.longwood.edu
Eric.Schmidt@live.longwood.edu
	
	
		


	

	Ocean Health: Protecting our Oceans and the Marine life
	Saving Our Oceans is Saving Everyone






	[image: ]
Overfishing
Fishing is not necessarily bad for the ocean, however, when vessels catch fish faster than stocks can replenish this causes issues. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, overfishing globally has tripled in half a century. It is estimated that 47 percent of the world’s major marine fish stocks or groups of stocks are fully exploited, therefore producing catches that have reached or are very close to their maximum sustainable limits. Also, 18 percent are over exploited, and 10 percent of such stocks have been depleted. Illegal fishing is also an issue for overfishing. According to the experts, it is estimated that nearly $36.4 billion of illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing nets criminals each year. A scientific report estimated that industrial fishing had reduced the number of large ocean fish to 10 percent of their pre-industrial population.
Solutions: Many Scientists agree that most fish populations could be restored with aggressive fisheries management, better enforcement of laws governing catches, and increased use of aquaculture. Also, joining organization that promotes ocean health ThGlobal Partnership for Oceans (GPO)
	
	
	Oil Spills
It is approximated that 706 million gallons of waste oil is spread throughout our oceans annually. This creates contamination of fish and other food species. Oil is poisonous when consumed. When consumed, animals experience damage to their reproductive systems, deterioration of thermal insulation and behavior changes. This becomes an issue not only for the humans consuming these contaminated species, but for the marine life that survives off these species as well.
Excess Amount of Trash
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There are 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic debris in the ocean. Of that mass, 269,000 tons float on the surface, while some four billion plastic microfibers per square kilometer litter the deep sea. Thus, resulting deadly consequences to the marine life.
Solutions: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have all states enact container deposit laws, requiring a minimal deposit to be pain on cans or bottles that can be recycled.
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Coral reefs are important because they support more than 7,000 species of marine life. Reefs buffer shorelines from erosion and storms, as well as property damage and loss of life. 
Coral Reefs
Coral reef ecosystems are being threatened by natural factors such as diseases, predators and storms. These threats can cause stress to the coral reefs, which results in reef bleaching and death. Although coral reefs can heal from bleaching, it takes several years for them to thrive once again. 
To prevent damage to coral reefs, we must cut back on our use of heat trapping gases in the atmosphere. Additionally, we should recycle as much as possible and refrain from littering. 
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