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Men and women are born to be equal: to be leaders, to be strong, to live freely in their emotions. This is what Emma Watson advocates for in her HeForShe campaign speech about gender equality at the 2014 United Nations Convention. Watson builds her credibility by establishing her involvement in gender equality early on in her speech. Along with this, she also includes personal stories of how she has seen gender inequality affect not only women but men as well. This relates closely to her targeted audience: men. However, towards the end of her speech, Watson begins to publicly question her authority to be speaking on the subject, which can influence the audience’s takeaway from the speech itself. 
In her article, Watson begins by explaining feminism and how it is perceived in the world. Watson states in her speech, 
The more I spoke about feminism, the more I realized that fighting for women’s rights has too often become synonymous with man-hating. If there is one thing I know for certain, it’s that this has to stop (Watson 2014).
By making a point to address the effect feminism can have on men, it not only allows men to feel more understood in the world of freedom-hungry women, but also gives women the chance to understand how our fight for equality can go beyond its intentions, and ultimately bring down men in the process. This is something feminism, at its core, is against. Feminism hopes for a world of men and women accepting that they are capable of living their lives on the same level, expressing themselves in the same way and accomplishing the same goals. Feminism is not the goal of having women surpass man’s status through their fight for authority, power, and rights.  
Throughout her speech, Watson uses logos to bring credibility to her involvement in feminism advocacy. Logos is the use of logic or reason to add credibility and persuasion to back up a claim. Early on in her speech, Watson mentions that she had been appointed as a Goodwill Ambassador for UN women 6 months prior. She explains the campaign she is there representing, HeForShe, brings awareness to the cause and gives reasons as to why the campaign should be important to the listeners. During her HeForShe explanation, Watson says, 
I am reaching out to you because we need your help. We want to end gender inequality, and to do this we need everyone involved… We want to try to mobilize as many men and boys as possible to be advocates for change (Watson 2014). 
Watson discusses influences throughout her life that encouraged her to identify as a feminist. She identified with the concept from a young age, before she was even able to comprehend the depth of feminism. She speaks on her early memories of being only eight-years-old and being called “bossy” for being strong and opinionated. Her examples don’t only speak to the inequality women face. She touches on memories of her male friends being unable to express their emotions as teenagers as well. Watson speaks on her passion for the subject which encourages the audience to trust this campaign and believe the importance of her advocacy. 
Additionally, Watson uses pathos throughout her paper to emphasize the effects inequality has on members of society. Pathos is an appeal to emotion to back up a claim that is made. Watson initially targets women in her speech by saying, 
I think it is right I am paid the same as my male counterparts. I think it is right that I should be able to make decisions about my own body. I think it is right that women be involved on my behalf in the policies and decisions that will affect my life. I think it is right that socially, I am afforded the same respect as men (Watson 2014).
This quote is important in the feminism community because it touches on many of the issues that feminists are fighting for. Watson’s bold list of statements is used to shock her audience, to make them feel wronged by society and motivated to act. She then goes on to speak to the men. Watson says, 
Men… gender equality is your issue, too. Because to date, I’ve seen my father’s role as a parent being valued less by society, despite my need of his presence as a child, as much as my mother’s. I’ve seen young men suffering from mental illness, unable to ask for help for fear it would make them less of a man… I’ve seen men made fragile and insecure by a distorted sense of what constitutes male success. Men don’t have the benefits of equality, either (Watson 2014).
This quote is important to speak on because Watson touches on powerful issues in the lives of men that hold them back, or make them feel less important in society. She speaks out on these problems in a way that inflicts sadness. Her words inflict sadness for the way a father’s presence in a child’s life is recognized as something of less importance, simply because he’s not seen as a nurturing being. She draws attention to a man’s inability to freely express his emotions. Men are capable of suffering in life. Feeling unable to discuss pain and sadness with others can lead to feelings of being isolated and unvalidated. These concepts trigger feelings of sorrow for the men who have been made to feel this way throughout life. This encourages men to feel not alone, allowing them an opportunity to stand together, to stand up for themselves and to stand up for the areas in their lives that are suffering due to gender inequality. 
	Although Watson uses little ethos in her speech, there are still moments where ethos comes through to support her credibility. Ethos is an element of an argument that appeals to the audience’s ethical beliefs or responsibilities. Watson touches on Hillary Clinton’s women’s rights speech in Beijing in 1995. She discusses how not only are the issues that were spoken about twenty years prior, are still accurate to this day. Additionally, she spoke about her shock when she learned that less than 30% of those who attended the 1995 speech, were male. She takes this time to emphasize how we can’t see a change in the world when only half of the world’s population feels like a part of the movement or welcome to advocate for change. Watson then goes on to list statistics about the future of equality:
The reality is that if we do nothing, it will take seventy-five years before women can expect to be paid the same as men for the same work. 15.5 million girls will be married in the next 16 years as children. And at current rates it won’t be until 2026 before all rural African girls will be able to receive a secondary education (Watson 2014).
These statistics support her argument that change won’t happen quickly when only part of the population is on board with making a difference and fighting for an important cause. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	At the end of her speech, Watson begins to question her authority to be talking about feminism. She says, “You might be thinking who is this Harry Potter girl, and what is she doing speaking at the UN? And, it’s a really good question. I’ve been asking myself the same thing.” Although she follows up this statement in the next few minutes of her speech by stating that if you’ve experienced gender inequality then it is your place to speak up for the rest of society, her moment of self-doubt, encourages her audience to question her authority as well. When a speaker isn’t confident in what they are sharing or in their role of advocacy, it leaves room for listeners to question statements made. As a result of self-doubt, the audience is then able to challenge the speech and find reasons why they should not agree with what is being said. Watson should stand firm in her credibility and not allow her acting background to limit her knowledge and right as a woman to be speaking up on gender equality issues.  
	In Emma Watson’s UN speech on gender equality, she discusses the importance of recognizing both men in women in the fight for gender equality. She notes that although feminism is seen primarily as a female battle, men have just as significant of a role in achieving gender equality. Watson uses ethos, pathos and logos in her speech to establish credibility with her audience. She discusses important facts about her role in the feminism world, includes personal stories from various stages of her life that point towards inequality for both women and men, and uses researched facts to show worrisome statistics on the progression, or rather lack of progression, of feminism in the coming years if the topic isn’t taken more seriously. Watson does, however, discredit herself towards the end of the speech by discussing reasons as to why she may not be the best person to be speaking on behalf of the community of feminists. 
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