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Civil Disobedience Journal
1. Thoreau’s essay would be called “Civil Disobedience” because he believes that you can’t simply be against slavery, you must act to change it. In order to make change and stand up for what you believe is right, sometimes laws must be broken.
2. He describes the government as an expedient because although governments are practical and needed to keep order and set rules, they can often times be immoral.
3. I don’t think he looks down on soldiers, generals, captains, etc. I think he has respect for what they do and is able to acknowledge that they are in a tricky situation that no one wants to be in. This is shown when he says, “A common and natural result of an undue respect for law is, that you may see a file of soldiers, colonel, captain, corporal, privates, powder-monkeys, and all, marching in admirable order over hill and dale to the wars, against their wills, ay, against their common sense and consciences, which makes it very steep marching indeed, and produces a palpitation of the heart” (Thoreau 2).
4. Thoreau says, “It is truly enough said that a corporation has no conscience; but a corporation of conscientious men is a corporation with a conscience (Thoreau 2). 
5. In order to protest the Mexican War, Thoreau refused to pay his taxes and was therefor arrested. This doesn’t fit in with my view of active citizenship. Although it is a way to protest, I don’t believe this is the most effective way to do so. In my view of active citizenship, people are speaking out for what they believe in, creating rallies, marches, walk outs and doing their part individually on a day to day basis to correct the issues on a personal level. I don’t necessarily believe that breaking the law brings the results you want. I think that would more likely result in the government taking a firmer stand on their position. 
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