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Benjamin Franklin and the Traits of the America Adam
	The United States is a nation whose reputation mirrors the individuals who helped shape it into the respectable country it is today. Along with the creation of this new nation, the development of the archetypal American character was born. In R.W.B. Lewis’ The American Adam, he personifies an American Adam character as someone who is fundamentally innocent, self-reliant, and separated from the past. From Benjamin Franklin’s The Autobiography, it is evident that Franklin possesses all of these traits and exemplifies the character of the American Adam.
	One of the ways Franklin displays his innocence is through his interactions with his friend Collins, whom he had known since childhood. When his friend lost all of his money drinking, Franklin decided to pay his debts for him, with the expectation that he would one day pay him back. When Collins returned to London, he assumed he was no longer under obligation to him, and so Franklin realized that he was “never to expect his Repaying” for what he had “lent to him or advanc’d for him” (Franklin 276). Through Franklin’s trusting nature, we see how his innocence led to his disadvantage. However, this is not the first time his naivety put him in a difficult situation. When he was younger, he wanted to build a Wharf. He showed his comrades a “large Heap of Stones which were intended for a new House” (252) and decided to use that to build the Wharf. He learned that it did not matter how useful the wharf was, but that the dishonestly of the act outweighed the benefits. The innocence of Franklin reflected the newness and innocence of America; as many people suffered tragedy and perished trying to adapt to this innocent new world, Franklin also underwent many obstacles as a result of his innocence. 
	Even from a young age, Benjamin Franklin was very self-reliant. At the age of sixteen, he decided to lessen his dependence of his brother in order to pay for more books. He told his brother that he would board himself if he would give him “half the Money he paid for [his] Board” (257). He was confident that he would be able to take care of himself. After some time, Franklin decided to further his self-sufficiency by ending his apprenticeship in its entirety. He thought that his apprenticeship was “very tedious’ and was “continually wishing for some Opportunity of shortening it” (260). Eventually, his wish was granted and he found a new job in Philadelphia, where he no longer had to work under his brother. Americans have an independent spirit, born from America’s struggle for freedom of English ties, and in which Franklin embodies in himself. Franklin did not want to be tied down and strove not only to be independent, but to be separated from his past.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]America was also built by people who were not afraid to leave their past behind in hopes of pursuing a better future— and Benjamin Franklin was the same. He was not afraid travel to “300 Miles from home…without the least Recommendation to or Knowledge of any Person in the Place” (261). Having little money and not knowing anyone in New York did not stop him from leaving the familiar behind and chasing better opportunities. This would not be the last of his travels though, as he constantly was traveling, driven by hopes of becoming more successful. When he returned to Philadelphia, he made friends with a man names Denham who “propos’d to take [him] over as his Clerk, to keep his Books, copy his Letters, and attend the Store” (279). Yet again, Franklin was ready to leave his past behind, including working as a printer, in order to pursue something new and potentially more profitable. Not only did Franklin separate from his past, but he tried to forget about it as much as possible; “I lived very agreeably. forgetting Boston as much as I could” (265). Being separated from the past is a distinct trait of the American Adam, for it shows how an America is willing to leave everything behind in order to find wealth and better opportunities.
America is a country with a deep rooted history, but when the settlers first traveled across the seas and stepped foot into the western world, America was nothing but a mysterious land yet to be discovered and developed. As the nation grew, so did its character, whom of which shares many similarities to Adam before the Fall. Fundamentally innocent, self-reliant, and separated from the past are not just the traits of the American Adam, but traits that derived from America’s story and from its growth as a country. 
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