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The Benefits of Higher Education
	In order to have a successful and rewarding life, there is an unspoken list of events that need to be completed first: finish high school, go to college, and get a good job. The question though is, why is such an emphasis placed on higher education? The truth is, there are many benefits, some more obvious than others. There are a wide variety of reasons for why people decide to go back to school, and each person goes with a different field of study in mind. Each major has its own rewards, but there are two majors that stand out in particular—  mathematics and education. At Longwood University, you can have the opportunity to study both. Not only do the benefits of higher education out way the costs, but studying mathematics, education, or both at Longwood University will allow an individual to achieve success.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	There are many benefits to higher education. One of the main reasons people decide to continue their education after high school is for a better salary. The chances of getting a high paying job with just a high school diploma are slim, but with a college degree, the chances are much greater. In 2008, the average salary for someone with a bachelor’s degree was $58,613; for someone with only a high-school education, it was $31,283 (Menand 4). Being prepared for future careers is another big factor. “Colleges teach their students specific, marketable skills, which they can use to get a good job” (Cassidy 3). When potential employers are looking through applicants, those with a four-year degree or more have a greater potential for getting hired. Having a degree signifies that you are able to” carry out assigned tasks and work in a group setting” (Cassidy 4). 
While future financial stability is a major contribution, there are reasons that aren’t tied to economics. The experience of going to university is a large reason in itself. Longwood gives individuals an opportunity to discover themselves, grow, and learn from the experiences they will make. There are very few places where you can be surrounded by like-minded individuals all coming from different backgrounds, but Longwood’s campus is one. Regardless of major, college “exposes future citizens to material that enlightens and empowers them” (Menand 2). That’s part of the reason for Longwood’s General Education requirements. The General Education Requirements purpose is for the “development of disciplined, informed, and creative minds” (Longwood 2015-2016 Undergraduate Catalog 51). Another benefit of Longwood is the socialization aspect. At Longwood, you get the chance to build connections with others. Not only can you build a network for future employment opportunities, but you can also make lifelong friends. 
	Graduating with a degree in mathematics can lead to a variety of career choices— especially since it is not a particularly common subject that people study. Each college has their own programs that they offer, and some, unlike STEM subjects, are more popular than others. The amount of students studying a STEM subject, which stands for science, technology, engineering, and mathematics, is slowly decreasing.  “The President's Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST, 2012) predicts a shortage of one million STEM college graduates in the national workforce over the next decade” (Jade Xu 1). Since there are so few students going into a STEM field, there are plenty of jobs waiting for those who graduate with a degree in one of those subjects. With getting a job in mathematics, not only can you be sure that there won’t be a lot of competition, but it will be a rewarding experience. According to the 2014 Jobs Rated report, mathematics rank among the more-well compensated (“Why Study Math?). One of the best parts about Longwood’s math department is that it allows flexibility in some of the classes you take. With math electives, you are able to choose among the math classes that interest you (Longwood 2015-2016 Undergraduate Catalog 51).
	Studying education also has many advantages. One of the things Longwood is most known for is having a phenomenal education program. In fact, it is the reason why I chose Longwood. Not only does Longwood have a variety of education programs to choose from, but it also offers different five-year Master plans for education. OPS, which stands for the Office of Professional Services, handles the admittance into the Teacher Preparation Program. On their website, they clearly lay out all the requirements for admittance and make it easy to understand. Teaching is also one of the most rewarding jobs on the market. You can leave work everyday knowing that you are making a difference in a child’s life. Going into any human service field is never easy, but it is definitely satisfying. Plus, there is currently a teacher shortage in America. After the 2008 recession, states reported widespread teacher layoffs (Yaffe, “Tackling the Teacher Shortage”). No matter what state you live in, teachers are needed all across the United States. When applying for teacher positions, having a degree from Longwood in education will put you ahead of the pack.
	Jumping into college right after high school can seem like a scary leap of faith. It’s undeniable that college is expensive, which may be the reason why it turns so many people away. The cost of tuition goes up every year, but college is still more accessible than ever. Sixty-eight percent of high school graduates go on to college, while in 1980 only forty percent did (Menand 4). The good news is that you do not have to pay it all by yourself. There are a variety of ways to get help paying for college, including scholarships, grants, and loans. Another reason that makes people hesitant about going to college is that you do not need a degree to get a job. For many people, after high school ends they want to go straight into the workforce. While it is true that there are many jobs you can get without a degree, in order to have a lifelong well-paying career, a degree is usually required. College is also the time when most people live on their own for the first time. Living without parents for the first time can seem frightening, but it helps many students begin the transition into adulthood. You gain a new form of independence and learn to start taking care of situations by yourself. It’s easy to focus on the cons of higher education, but when the cons are matched against the pros, it’s clear to see that the benefits out way the costs. 
While each major offers its own unique opportunities after college, studying mathematics or education at Longwood can open a wide amount of doors. Having more job opportunities, a chance of a higher salary, and simply being able to call yourself a Longwood Lancer are just some of the advantages. By continuing your education and choosing to study mathematics, you can be assured that there will plenty of job opportunities waiting for you when you graduate. If you choose education, you can be certain that you’ll be prepared to become a teacher through Longwood’s remarkable education programs. Higher education may seem intimidating, but by studying mathematics or education at Longwood, it will be worth the risk.
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