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Deborah Fraioli depicts how Joan of Arc has a continuous ability to create controversy, not only because of the obvious political aspects of a “divided France”, but also because of the “debate over how one could validate the Maid’s mission theologically” (1). With the amount of disagreement in her trial and the extensive amount of time that passed before a decision was finally made, it is clear that there was no overwhelming consensus in her favor. This theological debate has two contrasting views: those who believe Joan was truly sent by God, and those who doubt her entirely, each with plenty of justification for their respective arguments. Throughout this work, Frailoi attempted to remain neutral while examining the various arguments that either defend or criticize Joan of Arc’s purpose for her mission.
	Joan, the daughter of a Shepard, emerged in the midst of the Hundred Years War; she claimed to have been sent by God to help Charles reclaim the parts of France that were rightfully his that had been taken over by the English. The three major topics of discussions that emerged from this debate. based on their continuous repetition in the works Frailoi examines, are as follows: her male dress, her upbringing, and her gender. Each of these topics contribute to reasons why people doubted the possibility that she was sent from God. The matter of her wearing men’s clothing is perhaps the most prominent topic of deliberation, ultimately being the cause of her conviction. Common for the time period, a woman riding a horse and wearing male clothing would be considered indecent, which is part of the reason why Joan’s moral character was put into question. 
	The works Frailoi examined either question or defend Joan’s humble upbringing. With Joan of Arc’s young age, which isn’t specified, when she received this calling combined with her humble upbringings, her ability to claim herself as a divine prophet was significantly impaired. Not only did people worry about if she was really sent by God, but they also feared the possibility of her being controlled by the Devil or some other negative force. Also, the simple fact that she was female led many to doubt her calling, since women were viewed as inferior to men through the 15th century.
 Frailoi specifically cited the various ways in which people defended these previously stated arguments. Each document varies in nature and origin, providing a broad spectrum of opinions. The sections in the book are each dedicated to a different work Frailoi examined; her overall purpose in these divisions was to demonstrate an “unacknowledged relationship among these works” based on their participation in the debate over Joan’s supernatural inspiration (4). In the first part, Frailoi examined the Poitiers Conclusion document. This document established that a discernment trial took place, with its sole purpose being to scrutinize Joan’s claim of being on a divine mission. Making a decision through discernment is no easy feat, and by examining this document, Frailoi showed how “delicate a tightrope” one walked in this decision making process, further adding to the complexity of situation. The king could neither “turn away nor reject the Maid who says she is sent by God” (50). How he handled Joan of Arc would reflect back on him, which validated why such substantial efforts were put into the trial. 
	In a later section, Frailoi looked at the treatise De quadam puella, a gathering of all the scriptural evidence on the Maid’s case. The anonymous author must have written the treatise, according to Frailoi, at a very early point in the evaluation process, where his remarks would 
bear no lasting consequences. Frailoi then offered some interesting questions about how one could assess the author’s origins. Frailoi also asked stimulating questions throughout the book, thereby connecting the reader to the complexity of the debate and showing how it continues to create controversy in the modern day.
[bookmark: _GoBack]After reading the entirety of Frailoi’s book, it is clear that the ultimate reason Joan was allowed to lead France to victory was out of necessity and desperation. Before a decision was made, however, Joan of Arc stirred a great deal of controversy as to how to validate her mission. Frailoi showcased various works that do a thorough job of displaying the diverse assortment of arguments in validating Joan of Arc’s mission theologically. Her one weakness was an overwhelming amount of examples defending the Maid and few documents disparaging her, although she did disclaim that written record of the English prior to Joan’s capture was sparse. One reviewer commented that although some of her analyses are at times more literary than theological, she still framed interesting questions and makes thoughtful assessments. Overall though, her book was well received and she was successful in presenting her information and evidence in a logical manner.





Other Reviews Consulted:

The Catholic Historical Review 86.4 (2000) 668-669



e o A f 4 Th Ky okt Vo T By P 300

b o ot b 3 s iy s
L -
iy e, i e e s o s . T g
s o i e o e o sy by o o
o e g S s i e o e Yo W e
BTN —
A S T R———
o e s, b et e Exhof st o

o i s e i e v o G T o

i s i g et e o o, s e

TR ———




