The topic of our video project is the artist, David Alfaro Siqueiros. Siqueiros was a Mexican artist and an extreme left-wing political activist during and after the Mexican Revolution. In the video, we will discuss Siqueiros’ early life, his political beliefs, his artistic style and career, and what led him to incorporating communist ideals in his art. Specifically, we will talk about the artist and labor unions he led (alongside Diego Rivera and Jose Orozco); his role in the Mexican Mural Movement; and some of his works (The Revolution, Cain in the United States, etc.), their meanings and reactions they got. The reason we chose David Siqueiros is because most people are familiar with Diego Rivera’s role in the Mural Movement, however Siqueiros is not as well known, even though he played a critical role in socialist reform in Mexico, as a member of the the artist community.


Video Outline:

Birth
· 1896 in Chihuahua, Mexico
Early Life (education, family)
· His paternal grandparents raised him and his siblings (younger brother, Chucho; older sister, Luz)
· His mother, Teresa Siqueiros, died when he was 2 
· His father, Cipriano Alfaro, a lawyer, did not have a good relationship with him; David ran away when he was 15
· Began his artistic training at Academy of San Carlos in Mexico City when he was 15 years old (1911); during this time, he joined his first political strike with his peers, where they forced the director of the school to resign because of unfair teaching methods
· Served his first sentence for throwing rocks at the director; was arrested on several occasions for political beliefs and actions
· In 1913 and 1914, he attended the Mexican Academy in Mexico City
Artistic Style/Success in career
· His art was influenced at a young age by the religious paintings hung in his school- greatly admired Baroque art 
· Admired modern age of art because of the Italian Futurist
Political beliefs (what influenced his beliefs)
· Influenced by the ideas of Dr. Atl, the Director of the Academy of San Carlos, who encouraged him to join the military and the Mexican Revolution
· Quit his studies in 1914 (17 yrs old) to join the military (Constitutionalist Army), and within 2 years was ranked as second captain
· Influenced by Marxism; admired both the working man and modern technology
Mexican Mural Movement w/ Rivera and Orozco
· Met Rivera during his travels from 1919 to 1922, when studied and visited museums throughout Europe
· The movement started off as a government-funded form of public art at the start of the Mexican Revolution (1910-20)
· It had a very specific political agenda
· After the revolution, the government attempted to unify the divided nation; they needed a medium in which all Mexican citizens to be able to identify with Mexico’s history, so Mexican muralism was created. 
· Siqueiros, Rivera and Orozco emerged as the leaders of the project 
· From the book Mexican Muralists: “The murals represent a people’s roots, their ethnicity, their shared sense of origin, in which the examination and re-appropriation of history can focus on the struggles for freedom, liberty, justice and above all, identity.”
· His purpose was to communicate to the people about the civilization and the history of the Mexican people.  civilization and the hi
Political statements in his artwork; what did people think of his art
Death 



http://gallery.sjsu.edu/mexican_amerixan_tradition/muralists/siqueiros.html
http://arthistoryteachingresources.org/lessons/mexican-muralism/
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Ellie: Mexican artist, David Alfaro Siqueiros, was born in 1896 in Chihuahua, Mexico. David’s mother, Teresa Siqueiros, died when he was 2; and he did not have a good relationship with his father, Cipriano Alfaro, a lawyer, causing him to run away when he was 15. Therefore, David and his siblings, Chucho and Luz, were raised by their paternal grandparents. 

El Artista Mexicana, David Alfaro Siqueiros, nació en mil ochocientos noventa y seis en Chihuahua, México*. La madre de David, Teresa Siqueiros, morió cuándo él tenía dos años. Él no tuvo una relación buena con su padre, Cipriano Alfaro, un abogado, así que David huyó cuándo tenía quince años.* Así que, David y sus hermanos, Chucho y Luz, se criaron a sus abuelos paternal. 

Jessica: In 1911, David began his artistic training at the Academy of San Carlos in Mexico City when he was 15. During this time, he joined his first political strike with his peers, where they forced the director of the school to resign, because of unfair teaching methods. David served his first sentence for throwing rocks at the director, and was arrested on several occasions for his political beliefs and actions. In 1913 and 1914, he attended the Mexican Academy in Mexico City. 

*En mil novecientos once, David empezó su rehabilitación artístico en la Academia de San Carlos en México D. F. cuándo tenía quince años.* Durante esto tiempo, participó con sus pares en su huelgo primero político y lo obligaban a reunciar, porque de estilos unjustos de enseñanza.* David cumplió su sentencia primera para tirando piedras en el director, y se arrestó en varios ocasiones para sus creencias y acciones politicos. En mil novecientos trece y mil novecientos catorce, asistió la Academia Mexicano en México D. F. 


Ellie: David’s art was influenced at a young age by the religious paintings hung in his school; he greatly admired Baroque art. He was also inspired by modern art through his admiration of the Italian Futurist. 

*La arte de David se influenció en una edad joven por las pinturas religiosas en su escuela; admiró enormemente el arte Barroco. *También, el arte moderno lo inspiró, a través de su admiración de la Futurista Italiana. 

Jessica: David’s political beliefs were influenced by the ideas of Dr. Atl, the Director of the Academy of San Carlos, who encouraged him to join the military and the Mexican Revolution. In 1914, he left his studies to join the Constitutional Army, and within two years of joining, he was ranked as second captain. He was also influenced by Marxism, and admired both the working man and modern technology. 

Las creencias políticas de David fue influenciado por las ideas de Dr. Atl, el Director de la Academia de San Carlos, quién lo animó a unir los militares y la Revolución Mexicana. *En mil novecientos catorce, salió a unir El ejército Constitucional, y dentro de dos años, fue clasificado como el capitán segundo. *También, fue influenciado por el marxismo, y admiró el hombre ocupado y la tecnología moderna.  

Ellie: David also played a large role in the Mexican Mural Movement. The movement started in 1910, at the beginning of the Mexican Revolution, as a government-funded form of public art. It had a very specific political agenda. After the revolution, the government needed to unify the nation; they needed a medium in which all Mexican citizens were able to identify with Mexico’s history, so Mexican muralism was created. 

*David también un papel en El Movimiento Méxicano Mural. El movimiento empezó en mil novecientos diez, en el comienzo de la Revolución Méxicana, como una forma financiado por el gobierno de arte público. Tuvo una agenda política muy específica. Después la revolución, el gobierno necisitó a unificar la nación; necisitó un medio que todos ciudadanos Mexicanos pudieron a identificar con la historia de México, así que el muralismo méxicano se creó. 

Jessica: David Siqueiros, Diego Rivera and José Orozco became the leaders of the project. According Rochfort Desmond, “The murals represent a people’s roots, their ethnicity, their shared sense of origin, in which the examination and re-appropriation of history can focus on the struggles for freedom, liberty, justice and above all, identity.” David’s personal purpose was to inform the people of the civilization and the history of Mexican people. 

*David Siqueiros, Diego Rivera and José Orozco se volvieron los líderes de el proyécto. Según Rochfort Desmond, “Los murales representan las raíces, el identidad étinica, el sentir compartido de origen; de los gentes, que el análisis y la re-apropriación de la historia pueden enfocar en las pruebas para libertad, justicia, y sobre todo, identidad.” El propósito personales de David fue a formar los gentes de la civilización y la historia de los gentes Méxicanos. 

Ellie: David Alfaro Siqueiros died in 1974 in Cuernavaca, Mexico; however, his work lives on in government buildings in Mexico. 
*David Alfaro Siqueiros murió en mil novecientos setenta y cuatro en Cuernavaca, México; *aunque, sus obras viva en los edificios gobiernos en México. 
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