GNED 261 – Exploring Science in Our World - Protecting Life on Earth
Ellie Swanson

Assignment # 1: Ecological Footprint Exercise 
PART 1
1) What is your personal Earth Overshoot Day? ___July 4____ (2 points)

2) If everyone lived like you, we would need _2_____ planet Earths. (2 points)

3) What is your current ecological footprint in global hectares? ___3.4____  (2 points)

4) What is your Carbon Footprint in CO2 emissions in tonnes per year? ___4.9__ (2 points)

5) What is your Carbon Footprint as a percentage of your total Ecological Footprint? __50___ (2 points)

6) Illustrate your ecological foot print by land type. Screen print, crop and paste the pie chart from your results. (3 points)
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Blue: Built-up land
Grey-blue: Forest products
Yellow: Cropland
Green: Grazing land
White: Fishing grounds
		 Red: Carbon footprint
	
7) Illustrate your ecological foot print by consumption category. Screen print, crop and paste the bar chart from your results. (3 points)
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8) What is the highest contributor for your footprint (e.g. food, shelter) _____Goods_____ (2 point)

9) What is your OVERALL feeling about the IMPACT OF YOU on planet earth? (2 points)
I was honestly shocked when I saw the graphic that illustrated that it would take 2 earths to accommodate the population if everyone lived the way I do. It does make me rethink some of the choices I make that affect the environment and whether I could consider sacrificing certain aspects of my lifestyle. 

PART 2

10) Now let’s try to make a difference by changing our habits. First take a minute to think about 2 realistic ways for you to reduce your footprint. Briefly describe them below (4 points).
Eating locally source foods: this would mean attending the farmer’s market during the summer as opposed to going to the grocery store to by meat/produce/soap, and then canning the produce for the winter season. 
Riding a bike to go get to school: I live at home and drive my car to campus every day; because I do not live very far away, I could potentially ride a bike to campus as opposed to driving
11) Now recalculate your footprint considering your environmentally friendly behavior. Screen print, crop and paste the NEW footprint results here (2 points). 
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12) What is the reduction of your overall ecological footprint in global hectares? ___went down by 0.6________  (2 points)

13) What is the reduction of your Carbon Footprint in CO2 emissions in tonnes per year? _went down by 0.5___ (2 points)
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