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The ‘Me Too’ Movement: A Modern Frontier
In recent years, the world has seen an increase in those who are willing to speak out about their experiences with sexual assault and harassment. Although the topic is still uncomfortable for some, on both the victims’ and listeners’ ends, the sexual assault and harassment conversation is beginning to feel less taboo and more acceptable for many people to take part in. While these conversations are happening in the 21st century, we can look to Willa Cather’s novel, Death Comes for the Archbishop, to enlighten how we make decisions in this new frontier, both as a participant and bystander. 
In 2016, only 23% of rape and sexual assault in the United States was reported to police (Morgan, 7). Reasons for these offenses not being reported include, but are certainly not limited to: fear of revenge from the offender, the victim not wanting to put the offender at risk with the law, the issue was not important enough to the respondent, the police would not do anything to help, and the victims’ personal matters (Planty, 7). Despite these discouraging statistics, victims of sexual assault and harassment have found unique ways to share their experiences through social media and technology. This began in early October of 2017 when co-founder of Weinstein Company, Harvey Weinstein, was fired after a New York Times investigation revealed sexual harassment complaints that spanned over the course of several decades (Twohey). Following this report, dozens of A-list celebrities came forward with their experiences of being sexually harassed by Weinstein (Cooney). However, the sexual assault and harassment allegations did not stop with Weinstein. The Harvey Weinstein allegations were only a catalyst for a wave of people to come forward with their own sexual harassment accusations of over a hundred other influential celebrities, most of which were men (Cooney).
Shortly after the New York Times released its report on Weinstein, actress Alyssa Milano requested on her Twitter account for her followers to tweet using the hashtag, ‘me too,’ if they had been a victim of sexual assault or harassment (Santiago). A year after Milano spearheaded the ‘me too’ hashtag, ‘#MeToo’ has appeared almost 20 million times on Twitter alone. Despite Milano being the one responsible for the hashtag’s viral success, she was not the one who invented the phrase. In 2006, Tarana Burke founded what she called, the Me Too movement in an effort to help low income women and girls of color recover after experiencing sexual assault, by helping survivors find resources and creating communities of sexual assault advocates where survivors can be leaders (About). Although this “grassroots” organization had existed ten years prior to the initial tweet, many have mistaken Milano as the founder of the movement (About).  
This movement has also become involved in national politics. In September of 2018, a month before Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanagh was sworn in, Dr. Christine Blasey Ford, a former high school classmate of Kavanagh, accused Kavanagh of violently sexually assaulting her at a party while they were in high school (Tatum). Following Ford’s accusations, two other women came forward with their own experiences of sexual assault with Kavanaugh. Ford and Kavanaugh later testified before the Senate Judiciary Committee regarding the accusations; Kavanaugh denied the claims. The day of Ford’s testimony, the National Sexual Assault Hotline,  run by the Rape, Abuse, and Incest National Network, saw a 201% increase in calls (Yan). Clinical psychologist and trauma specialist, Jim Hopper, says that these very public cases involving sexual assault, like the Kavanaugh hearing, can “trigger painful memories for victims” of sexual assault (Slack). This idea may be partially responsible for what seems like a domino effect of victims; one well-known public figure comes forward with an experience, causing other women of that class to do the same; then once enough of these celebrities have come forward, ‘regular’ women and men who have had similar experiences to these public figures feel empowered enough to come forward on the internet and in their own social circles. 
Of course, like any movement of this magnitude, there are criticisms. An op-ed contributor for the New York Times said that reputations and careers of many of men who have been accused are based on accusations that are “vague” and unreliable, and that the movement is causing women to be “perceived…and perceive themselves as frail as Victorian Housewives” (Merkin).  She also pointed out the unclarity in what is considered “inappropriate conduct” (Merkin). This seems to be a valid concern for the Me Too movement. The “spectrum” of sexual harassment and assault is vast and the people who have experienced sexual harassment and/or assault cover nearly every inch of that “spectrum” (Brockes). This raises the question: does an inappropriate act need to be considered on a certain level to be considered harassment? Tarana Burke says that although she does not believe every instance of “sexual harassment has to result in someone being fired,” understating what may seem to be a “minor transgression” is what contributes to rape culture (Brockes). 
	In addition to finding a clear definition of sexual harassment, there seems to be a lack of organization and clear leadership within the movement. This stems from the Me Too movement being split in several directions: one lead by Tarana Burke and the other accounting for everyone who has made up the social media presence of ‘#MeToo’. Burke’s goals are more specific—creating a system of support for minority women—while the movement sparked by Milano includes a much broader basis of victims who are all online. Despite what seems like two different movements happening, both are considered the singular Me Too movement. It is possible that if each of these facets were more clearly defined as two separate movements, still in support of one another, they might be more effective in what they each wanted to achieve. 
In Willa Cather’s Death Comes for the Archbishop, early in Father Latour’s role as Bishop of the diocese, Latour and Vaillant have a discussion regarding the extent of the diocese: how far it physically reaches, and how they might learn more about the area and people Latour has authority over. Latour seems to be anxious about his role in such a great land, but Vaillant assures him in saying, “Don’t begin worrying about the diocese, Jean. For the present, Santa Fé is the diocese. Establish order at home…There is enough to do here” (Cather, 40). In saying this, Vaillant acknowledges Latour’s responsibility and his influence over many, but reminds Latour that at this point, he must prioritize those physically closest to him, as that is where he can create the biggest differences. This acting-locally ideology can certainly be applied to the supporters of the Me Too movement. In fact, it was this idea that Tarana Burke had in mind when she founded her Me Too movement: making a difference on a local level while focusing on a specific group of people. While it can be exciting to see the words “me too” shared by millions of people online and across the globe, it is questionable as to whether a such a far-reaching, viral movement is very effective in accomplishing certain goals. Yes, awareness of the magnitude of the issue is important; but now that that seems to have been achieved, is there much else that this social media movement can accomplish in terms of helping victims and preventing sexual harassment? It certainly does not have the direct impact that Burke had in mind when she originally started her Me Too movement—a movement that was specifically for low-income, minority women who had experienced sexual assault. One might consider taking Vaillant’s advice to focus on what can be done locally to create more focused improvements. 
In reference to the relationship Latour had with Jacinto, his Indian traveling companion, Cather says, “The Bishop seldom questioned Jacinto about his thoughts and beliefs. He didn’t think it polite, and he believed it to be useless. There was no way in which he could transfer his own memories of European civilization into the Indian mind, and he was quite willing to believe that behind Jacinto there was a long tradition, a story of experience, which no language could translate to him” (Cather, 92). In telling their stories of sexual assault and harassment, many women and men must endure the backlash of having their own experiences explained back to them in an overly-critical, doubtful, and condescending kind of way. Outsiders who are listening in on these experiences often feel entitled to form their own opinion on the matter in order to judge whether or not the experience is valid, true, or worth the discomfort of the person who experienced the assault and/or harassment. Many have avoided telling their stories of sexual violence out of fear of judgment based on these common reactions. The way that Latour interacts with Jacinto and his genuine respect for Jacinto’s beliefs, although very different from his own, is an excellent example of how those hearing about a survivor’s story of sexual assault might respond. Latour acknowledges that Jacinto’s experiences have far more depth than can be traditionally communicated and that he is most likely incapable of fully understanding those experiences, because of their differing cultural backgrounds. When hearing from a victim of sexual assault, it is incredibly important to understand the strength and difficulty involved in merely coming to terms with that experience, let alone verbalizing it to people, many of whom probably have never shared an experience of that nature. Instead of discussing if the victim is exaggerating what happened or if the attacker is even capable of what the victim has accused, those listening should respond with sympathy and kindness; also recognizing that those of us who have not been sexually assaulted are inherently incapable of truly understanding how much pain sexual assault can cause someone. 
Following a visit with Father Martinez of Taos, Father Latour is faced with a difficult decision (Cather, 156). Although Latour knows that Martinez is unfit to serve as a priest in Taos, he decides not to remove Martinez from the position. Despite Martinez’s transgressions, Latour is aware that if he interferes, he may lose the support of the people in Taos. “I do not wish to lose the parish of Taos in order to punish its priest, my friend,” Latour says to Vaillant (Cather, 157). Latour could have either condemned the behavior he knows is unchristian, and risked losing support from members of the diocese; or ignored the behavior in order to keep the support of the people of Taos. This is a decision that arises often in the Me Too movement. Upon hearing about a public figure or average community member being accused of sexual assault or harassment, bystanders must decide whether to stand by the victim and condemn the accused offender, or to deny the accusations and support the person who has been accused. Like Latour’s situation, this decision is never simple, especially when the person that has been accused is admired by the person making the decision. In supporting the victim, the bystander has to come to terms with the fact that someone they loved, trusted, and/or admired did something awful. The bystander may find themselves asking, “Did I miss a red flag? Should I have known that this would happen? Have I ever been in danger with this person?” Alternatively, in supporting the accused person, the bystander has to deal with retaliation from victim supporters—many of whom may question the bystander’s judgement and values. Regardless of what decision is made in this situation, there are always repercussions and challenges that bystanders will have to deal with. 
	In reading Willa Cather’s Death Comes for the Archbishop and analyzing her 19th century characters, Jean Marie Latour and Joseph Vaillant, we can gain better insight into the many different facets of the 21st century Me Too movement. This includes: how participants in the movement can act more effectively, how those standing on the outside of the movement can respond with more compassion, and how revealing an offender may affect the people closest to them.  
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