TV PITCH
Dylan McKercher
COMM 210

LOGLINE: This 12-episode season will entail what happens when everyone’s internet history is made public and how people perceive what they see others do. Some go with violence, others go with solitude.

	The design for my TV show pitch is adapting the film, Assassination Nation (Gargi, 2018), into a single season TV series for HBO. Having the show through HBO, allows the developers to not have a restrain on language, violence, and imagery akin to series like True Detective and Game of Thrones. Assassination Nation is a film that had a lot of great commentary on today’s social media dependent society, but was a little all over the place and had a rushed plot to fit in it’s sub 2 hour runtime. 
	By forming the themes, motives, and saturation of today’s society into a 10-12-episode TV season allows for a more well fleshed out viewing experience that can be more detailed on certain topics. Such as one of the main characters who is a trans female (born a male). In the film, she is one of the four main characters, but little is known about her back story besides she is trans and gets bullied because of it. Another of the main characters is a “normal” ish white teen. She is rebellious. She knows what she wants to do and how she wants to do it. In the film, she is the one who is framed for leaking everyone’s internet history and becomes the villain to everyone except her friends. 
	Honestly, if we can keep the same cast, that would be great. Odessa Young did a good job as the lead character Lily, she was your normal-ish high school girl, who had a dirty and creative side. Then Hari Nef to reprise her role as Bex, the transgendered women I mentioned above. 
	I believed the film version had a lot of great points and topics that it wanted to cover. Just it had so many that it cluttered and flooded the short runtime of the movie version. Bringing the film to TV, allows the plot and story of Assassination Nation to be expanded upon. IMDB stated the plot summary as, after a malicious data hack exposes the secrets of the perpetually American town of Salem, chaos descends and four girls must fight to survive, while coping with the hack themselves. 
	The themes of the show will include how people judge others, even though they themselves do things if not equally bas, maybe even worse. The show will tackle sexism, as female characters are called sluts for being with men, while the male characters are cheered and praised for having multiple partners. Transphobia, racism, pedophilia, and police brutality will all be addressed in the mini-series. The show will have an TV-MA label, due to curing, nudity, blood, violence, and mature content all around. Suicide will occur, people cheating on spouses, nudes being sent around, and even pedophilia is mentioned with the school’s principle. Showing these acts and showing the events happen in their full nature is the only real way of fully expressing everything that is happening. Would 12 Years A Slave be the same film without showing the whipping scenes, would True Detective (Season 1) (Golin, 2014) be as great as it was without showing some of the gruesome murder scenes? The simple answer is no, because showing those acts and duties gives a shock and a gore value that gives weight to what is happening.
	Next my target audience and programming will be millennials. It will be the same target demographic as Black Mirror (Brooker, 2016) has, since both shows will result around technology, social media, and other people’s perception of others. According to a research article by Willem De Graaf in 2018, he discusses how Black Mirror depicts the use of social media in Britain with their teen and adult population. He touches on how the individuals are addicted to the platforms and use them as a source of happiness. This is similar to how my TV show will work. People love Black Mirror, it is one of the most watched shows on Netflix, and yes, the film version of my show was not a hit, but that was due to poor marketing and word of mouth.
	Our version would improve on the originals weaknesses to draw a larger audience. People will tune in after the rave reviews hit for our shows ability to have discussion on current day effects of social media and various amounts of sexism, racism, and homophobia accounts. The target audience would be millennials as I stated above. They are the main ones who use streaming services along with their ability to connect to our wide variety of characters our show will have.
	The show will have characters of a lot of ethnicities, sexual orientation, social classes, and age generations. Our show will appeal to people who are “social outcast”. They will be able to relate to at least one character regardless of their genetic and social makeup. The show will appear on HBO, this way the creators will have creative freedom and no restrictions on what they can say or show.
	Lastly, I will touch on the show’s diversity and media effects. The demographic makeup of my show varies. There will be characters of multiple ethnicities such as, white, black, Asian, and Hispanic. There will be straight, lesbian, and transgendered. The four main girls are a white girl who is involved in an extra marital affair with the child she used to baby sit’s father, a trans women, a black girl, and then another white woman. The show also will have minor characters such as a black principle, and a gay mayor. 
	The main character of Lily is determined, smart, and sarcastic. If you made her gullible or lazy, it would change her whole life aspirations. She likes to draw and gets in trouble for drawing nudity in class, this raises the question is it the perception or the act that makes it disturbing regarding nudity in today’s society. Changing her aspects would derail the themes of the show.
	I am a white, straight, male. I do not relate to many of these characters. Therefore, we will need people of those backgrounds to be involved in the show so no group is portrayed in a stereotypical way, unless called for. Therefore, my creator identity does not impact the story very much, since I do not relate with many of the characters.
	The whole show is supposing to be a real look on how social media and perception of others dominates society. It will be as true as it can be while being engaging. I want for people to understand, that judging others and having preconceived notions has it consequences but are common. I would like for people to understand that people judge and react to situations differently when someone else does them compared to yourself,
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