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	In the field of special education, language, structure, and reference are integral aspects of research papers as well as other types of writing in the field of special education. The terminology used is from a psychological perspective in this field, and the audience for research papers in this field are generally other professionals in the field of special education. Structure makes the papers in this discipline flow better, and generally research papers written in the field of special education follow similar structures and include abstracts as well as sections such as methods and findings. The common reference style used in the field of special education is that of APA (American Psychological Association). Using specific reference styles makes the works in this field cohesive as well as making the sources used easily accessible to those reading your work. Each of these parts of writing are integral to writing in the field of special education. 
Language
	Language, in this context, refers to how an author says something with respect to their audience, style, tone, grammar, punctuation, and passive versus active voice. Every field has their own type of language that they prefer to use. In Special Education, the terminology used is generally that of a psychological background. The reason for this is that the field of Special Education has psychological roots. The terminology used such as “Learning disabilities,” “self-contained classroom,” and “mainstreaming.” Each of these terms are seen multiple times, especially in the article written by Schiff et al., in which the authors are examining the effects of self-contained classroom settings versus mainstream classroom settings and their effect on children with learning disabilities.[footnoteRef:1] The term “learning disabilities” is described by the Learning Disabilities Association of America as “The term learning disabilities, sometimes referred to as specific learning disabilities, is an umbrella term that covers a range of neurologically based disorders in learning and various degrees of severity of such disorders. Predecessor terms include: minimal brain damage and minimal brain dysfunction.” [footnoteRef:2] Self-contained classrooms “are classrooms specifically designed for children with disabilities. Self-contained programs are usually indicated for children with more serious disabilities who may not be able to participate in general education programs at all.”[footnoteRef:3] This term is seen a great deal of times throughout the article written by Schiff et al.  Mainstreaming  [1:  G. Schiff, A. Scholom, M. Swerdlik, and J. Knight, “Mainstream vs. Self-Contained Classes: A Two-Year Study of Their Effects on the Personal Adjustment and Academic Achievement of Children with Learning Disabilities,” Education., 99, no. 4 (1979): 397, https://login.proxy.longwood.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ehh&AN=4717350&site=ehost-live&scope=site
]  [2:  Learning Disabilities Association of America, “What are Learning Disabilities?,” Learning Disabilities Association of America, September 22, 2012, https://ldaamerica.org/advocacy/lda-position-papers/what-are-learning-disabilities/]  [3:  Jerry Webster, “Self-Contained Classrooms,” ThoughtCo., March 18, 2017, https://www.thoughtco.com/self-contained-classrooms-3110850] 

“means that a school is putting children with special needs into classrooms with their peers who have no disabilities… this is done during specific times of the day based on their skills. At other times, the special needs child may be studying in a resource room or “self-contained classroom.” In that environment the student has access to more one-on-one time with special education teachers and aides.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Masters in Special Education Program Guide, “What Does Mainstreaming Mean?,” masters-in-special-education, 2018, https://www.masters-in-special-education.com/faq/what-does-mainstreaming-mean/] 

Without being directly related to the field of Special Education, whether it be through a child or due to being a specialist in the field, it is likely the terminology in this field would be foreign to outsiders. Like the terminology, the tone was also at an academic level, as a majority of the papers I observed were for other scholars in the field of special education. The intended audience of each of these papers is other scholars in the field of special education, the unintended audience includes parents as well as college students who may or may not be studying the field of special education. The papers I chose to focus my study on are written for scholars but could still be easily understood by parents or college students with the proper aids being used.  The overall genre of the works I have examined is research studies. In each of the papers used, there is a research aspect, which will help contribute to the field of special education. Research helps others in the field to be able to solve problems as well as helping yourself solve problems. Genre can also affect terminology, and I see in each of my articles that this is the case. If I had looked at writings such as lesson plans, I may not see as many academic level terms as I have, but this is because the genre has changed. If you read research papers, there is an expectation from the audience that it will provide information of some sort in a scholarly manner. 
Structure 
	Structure in writing refers to the overall form (EX: introduction, body, conclusion) of papers. Structure includes subheadings and headings being used, reference style, and whether title pages, abstracts, and documentation pages such as reference or source pages or bibliographies are used. In each of the papers I observed, a similar structure was used throughout all of them. Each of the four papers included an abstract, which gave a brief summary of the paper which was to follow. Each of these abstracts were clearly labeled at the start of each of the papers. Each of the papers, aside from the paper by Baxter and Schubert, used either an introduction or keywords section to open their paper and describe any terms used or introduce the topic, then went into a methods section.[footnoteRef:5] In each of the methods sections, the authors explained how they conducted their study in order to get the outcome that they received. After the methods sections in each of the papers, each gave their findings and explained what their findings meant. Specifically, in the paper by Ceylan and Aral, their findings and results were broken down into multiple sections in order to make their findings easier for others to read. They sectioned them off by subheadings such as “The meaning of inclusion…Disability groups that could benefit from inclusive education…Opinions of the teachers on the types of support they required in inclusion.”[footnoteRef:6] Other papers, such as the article by Ballard and Dymond, broke down the findings into sections labelled under general themes such as “Method of Access” in order to put their findings into smaller headings, making it more noticeable to readers.[footnoteRef:7] The only paper which did not use subheadings for their findings was the paper written by Schiff et al. In this paper, Schiff et al. had more scientific findings than the others, so the findings section was shorter, and did not require specific subheadings such as the others did.[footnoteRef:8] [5:  N.A. Schubert, M.B. Baxter, “The Self-Contained Classroom as a Viable Learning Environment,” Education, 102, no. 4 (1982): https://login.proxy.longwood.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ehh&AN=4723423&site=ehost-live&scope=site
]  [6:  R. Ceylan, N. Aral, “The Opinions of Classroom Teachers and Normally Developing Children on Inclusive Practice,” International Online Journal of Educational Sciences, 8, no. 2, (2016): 12-22, 10.15345/iojes.2016.02.002]  [7:  S.L. Ballard, S.K. Dymond, “Addressing the General Education Curriculum in General
Education Settings with Students with Severe Disabilities,” Research & Practice for Persons with Severe Disabilities, 42, no. 3 (2017): 155-170, 10.1177/1540796917698832]  [8:  G. Schiff, A. Scholom, M. Swerdlik, and J. Knight, “Mainstream vs. Self-Contained Classes: A Two-Year Study of Their Effects on the Personal Adjustment and Academic Achievement of Children with Learning Disabilities,” Education., 99, no. 4 (1979): 397, https://login.proxy.longwood.edu/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=ehh&AN=4717350&site=ehost-live&scope=site
] 

Reference
The term reference, when used to talk about the writing in fields such as special education, refers to the reference style used, such as MLA, APA, or Chicago. Each of these styles have their own specific ways of referencing sources as well as their own way of citing sources within your writing. In the field of special education, it is most common to see papers written in APA formatting. In APA (American Psychological Association), references are cited with in text citations using the last name of the author as well as the year the work was published. These sources are then compiled onto a reference page on which you list the sources in alphabetical order with the rest of their information, making sources easily accessible to whoever reads your paper. In each of the papers I examined, all but one used strict APA referencing formatting. They each included citations with the year and authors last name and featured a reference page in which each of these is listed. The only paper which did not follow a strict APA formatting was the paper written by Schubert and Baxter. While the style was similar to APA, there was a lack of a reference page, which I came to the conclusion was due to it being an article in a journal. This could be the specific style of referencing that that particular journal uses. Each of the other papers, such as the paper by Ceylan and Aral, Schiff et al., and Dymond and Ballard, each use APA referencing, and I found it easier to understand and use the source entries to look up any of the sources which were used in their papers. APA is used to communicate messages clearly and make it easier for others reading the article to find the sources that you used, which makes others in your field more likely to see you as a legitimate researcher and someone that they feel as though can be trusted. 
Conclusion
	In this paper, the three most integral parts of writing are described as they refer to the writing of research papers in the field of special education. The implication of my findings is that they could help students that are new to the field of special education see what the writing used in special education looks like as well as its function and purpose in the field. This research could also be used by professionals in the field to see a student’s perspective on the writing used in the field of special education and give feedback as to whether my research on this topic was correct in its findings. The take-away from this research is that in special education, the primary type of writing used is research papers and I have shown how and why they are used in this field as well as their importance to the betterment of the understanding of special education. 
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