Diversity & Social Justice Unit
Essential Question: 

What are some ways we are diverse, and how can we celebrate and bring positivity to these differences in our classroom?  
Rationale: 

American citizens and even high school students are discriminated against for many different reasons. We will explore various ways people, especially high school students, are discriminated against as a way to raise their awareness of diversity and social justice. I chose this theme for my class because I feel like each student feels diverse in one way or another. Each student is from different backgrounds and has a unique story and I think it is important to celebrate these differences because they are what makes each of us unique. If students think about all year how we can become positive about our differences and learn to celebrate them, they will better understand diversity and social justice and begin a positive change in the classroom, the school, and someday the world. Throughout the unit, students will be reading various literary texts and students will eventually research and create a public service announcement about a social issue that affects high school students and the steps to fixing it. 
Applicable SOL: 
10.2     The student will analyze, produce, and examine similarities and differences between visual and verbal media messages.


a)
Use media, visual literacy, and technology skills to create products.
CF:

· analyze, compare, and contrast visual and verbal media messages for content (word choice and choice of information), intent (persuasive techniques), impact (public opinion trends), and effectiveness (effect on the audience).

· determine author’s purpose, factual content, opinion, and/or possible bias as presented in media messages.

10.3      
The student will apply knowledge of word origins, derivations, and figurative language to extend vocabulary development in authentic texts.

f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary through speaking, reading, and writing.
CF:
· demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and connotations in word meanings.

· interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text.

· analyze connotations of words with similar denotations.

10.6 
The student will develop a variety of writing to persuade, interpret, analyze, and evaluate with an emphasis on exposition and analysis.

a) Generate, gather, plan, and organize ideas for writing to address a specific audience and purpose.

             g) Use computer technology to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish writing.
CF:

· write persuasively and analytically on a variety of literary and nonliterary subjects.

· develop writing that analyzes complex issues. 
· plan and organize their ideas for writing

· revise writing for clarity of content and presentation.

· use peer- and self-evaluation to review and revise writing.

10.8 

The student will collect, evaluate, organize, and present information to create a research product.

a) Use technology as a tool to research, organize, evaluate, synthesize, and communicate
CF: 

· evaluate sources for their credibility, reliability, strengths, and limitations. 

· demonstrate ability to distinguish between reliable and unreliable sources. 
IRA/NCTE Standards for ELA NOT for preservice teachers 
1) Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

7) Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.

9) Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles.
Central Ideas: 

Students will read about and research social issues that pertain to high school students. 
Students will research and be able to decide which information in a passage best represents what they are trying to say. 

Students will create a public service announcement on their chosen social issue and present to the class to demonstrate how to use multimedia messages to sway opinion in positive ways.
Instruments: 

Student interests: Before teaching the unit, students will be given an interest inventory which details their interests in and outside of school.  
Reading proficiencies: The teacher will assess the student’s reading level by having students take this reading test: http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/3/urlt/fl540184_gr10rdgstm_tb_wt_r2g.pdf . Students who are on a significantly lower reading level will have articles suited for their reading level off of newslea.com. 
Reading processes: All students will have various assessments and charts for their reading processes and will be encouraged to think about what is happening when they are reading. Furthermore, students will have opportunities to get help from the teacher with reading when needed. 
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