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Abstract
Feral children are children who have been left within isolation for a prolonged amount of times, and when discovered or found, usually have no or low development of motor skills, language, and cognition. The abuse and isolation, usually from parents or ill-providing caregivers cause these children to have no access to reading materials, any sense of talking or language, as well as not being able to fully develop physically if somehow physically bound to an object. While many are not able to fully recover and pick up on everything they were supposed to learn and know, some are able to make an almost full recovery, and some are even able to make a full recovery to the average knowledge and development of kids their own age. One question throughout the research is how are these children able to make a full recovery? How late is too late for the development of these feral children?
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Wild Child: How Far is Too Far for Feral Children?
	As children grow up, they develop different mindsets, gross and fine motor skills, and different abilities. This is shown through their aging and maturity, education, and the overall development of children. There isn’t a set age and time in which children reach it all at the same time, but there are spectrums or guides to show what is considered “normal” for a child’s development. Some children are born with incapabilities or disabilities that may prevent them from developing within the “normal” timeframe, in which there are different types of learning and teaching patterns in order to help them reach as normal as they can be. There are other children, however, who have these developments stunted by parents or guardians who may not give them the opportunity to develop or grow at all. These children are referred to as feral children, which have no gross or fine motor skills, and sometimes are never able to fully learn or develop the skill.
Background Information
	Many of these feral children are found, covered up or hidden by parents from the public. There are different reasons why  the children are  hidden, such as a controlling or abusive parent, a fear from the parents of a child dying or being injured outside the comfort of their own home, or the need of control over a household. This can result in children being locked in rooms, sometimes rarely fed, and sometimes rarely clothed. In the case of one child, named Genie, she was locked in a room and yelled at by her father if she ever made a sound, claiming he needed silence in the house at all times (Curtiss et al., 1974). Genie was discovered at the age of 16 with the mental age of a 13-month old child. Another case shows a girl named Rose who was left in isolation for 30 years after her mother left her with Rose’s grandmother, who never entirely took care of her (Kenneally et al., 1998). Both of these children were found and were worked with by many different specialists, such as psychologists, linguists, and other development professionals in order to see if any of the effects of these children could be reversed, and if these feral children could develop fully or truly be feral. 
	While the term feral child does cover a broad range of children and skills, or lack of skills, there are different components these professionals will grade the children to rank their intelligence and improvement: sensory/motor, attentiveness, receptive language, expressive language, pragmatic/social, speech, voice, oral, fluency, and overall impression (Kenneally et al., 1998). These children are not able to entirely express themselves, perform simple tasks, and may even take on a pica, having a craving or just eating objects such as hair, paper, or unusual things that are normally not ingested by “normal” children and adults. 
Research Question
	My research question is what are the main skills used in order to try to reverse the effects on the feral questions, and how far is too far in order to fully reserve the effects? My original question dealt with finding out who specifically worked with the feral children, and what exactly their fields were that made them qualified to do such work. This, however, was answered quickly and did not provide for the extensive research that I was hoping for. I did keep going on through my sources, trying to see if I could find anything that intrigued me that seemed new to me about the topic. It didn’t strike me as something to be thought about until reading an article about a boy found at nine years old, who was able to make almost a full recovery and go to a boarding school for children with special needs by the age of 15 (Cavalli, 2007). 
	I can’t necessarily provide an explanation for what struck my curiosity about feral children, but I recall watching a video about the case study of Genie, and diving more into her case that night, spending about two or three hours reading article after article about her developments, and even finding more case studies with different children. After that night, I had so many questions.  There’s so many other children like that, but the research is just not enough. The circumstances are shown in how to put these children in a permanent state of mental retardation, but when is it too late for them to turn back? When can they be saved? Can they develop some motor skills then be put into that state through severe mistreatment of family conditions? How many other children are there? What kind of training is needed in order to ensure these children are in the best capable hands?
Search Criteria
	I first started by wanting to find the case study for Genie, since that’s what really struck my interest on the whole topic. I put in keywords like “Genie feral child”, “case study”, and  “Genie Wiley” into a database through Longwood University’s library, and I found nothing except for an article that mentioned her while going through another case study. Many of the search results ended up being things along the line of book reviews of genies, which was far from what I was looking for. It took me until I put into Google, “Genie feral child case study” that I was finally able to find a peer-reviewed journal by the psychology that worked with Genie, Susan Curtiss, and other linguists and psychologists that worked alongside Curtiss for the study. I was actually able to find the UCLA website dedicated to her works and contributions through the university, and I found many documents led by different department heads, all with different points of view and topics solely about Genie. 
	I also would just insert the key words “feral child” and “case study” in order to not only find a journal on feral children, but also studies on specific children in order to be able to fully find how long the children may have been left in isolation, and if it was too late for them to make as much as a recovery as they possibly could. I went through many studies, which provided for a lot of bad articles and search results. It took a lot of digging and going through multiple pages and databases to find some with lengthy results and useful information, as well as trying to find some resources of background information of feral children recorded throughout history. 
Literature Review
	Some of the literature served as case studies, which helped with comparisons of ages, how psychologists and linguists worked with each child, and how much was truly reparable or irreversible. They all had ample detail of what it’s like to be working with the feral children, not only through how the children were impacted and changed, but also how that affected the researchers with their work and skillset. Other literature works were comparisons of case studies, or looking into one case study and comparing it to the author’s own research, as well as looking at different impacts throughout history. Some others rather described what a feral child, or even a feral man, a term coined by Linnaeus (Zingg, 1940), may act like and look like, and how his or her actions and thoughts fit in with the societal norm of the times.
Case Studies
	One of the most famous case studies dealing with feral children is Curtiss’ work with Genie Wiley, a famous case study from the 1970’s. Curtiss and many other researchers, most all a part of either Linguistics or Psychology at the University of California Los Angeles, worked with Genie to try to develop her motor skills, language skills, and physicality in order to help her make up the 13 years she lost having that training and education (Curtiss et al., 1974). She goes through intensive linguistics training, which is a difficulty for both Genie and the professionals working with her. It’s mentioned once that “Her whole body tensed as she struggled to speak, revealing the difficulties she had in the control of air volume and air flow,” as well as, “Because of her speech difficulties, one cannot assess her language competence by her productive utterances alone” (Fromkin et al., 1974). Genie, after a few years of work, was able to form somewhat coherent sentences, but not able to conform to every part of grammar necessary to construct a perfect sentence. This is shown through examples in Language development in the mature (minor) right hemisphere (Curtiss et. al, 1978), one of the last years before Genie is taken by her mother from the experts, who became unable to have any contact with Genie, let alone try to observe her and work with her anymore past that.
	There are many other case studies, but one that contrasts greatly is the story of Rose, a woman who begins to be observed and taught at age 36 after being left for over 30 years with her grandmother who rarely fed her or took care of her in any capacity (Kenneally, 1998). She was left non-verbal, incontinent, self-injurious, and having a pica for things such as hair and paper. She had training in South Carolina after her grandmother died and her mother went to retrieve her after leaving Rose with her grandmother all those years ago. The training began two years after her rescue, her intervention lasted for 12 weeks, and she was still studied up to three years past her last training. While Rose slightly improved, she was still unable to achieve the three objectives set for her case, and she was still non-verbal. Unfortunately, due to the prolonged period of deprivation, Rose’s case study does not give any indication that her case could be fully or almost fully reversible; in fact, it is proven to be somewhat completely irreversible. 
Comparisons
	One comparison that stuck out within the different works of literature was the side-by-side look at a present-time case study next to a discovery of a boy in Germany by a psychologist of earlier times (Cavalli, 2007). Casper, the boy studied throughout this, was slightly more educated than Genie and Rose, but suffered many violence issues and neglect from both of his parents. He had basic schooling but some development issues, keeping him from learning, causing him to have violent and sexual tendencies, and not being able to complete basic hygienic tasks. Cavalli, the sole psychologist working with Casper, tries to explain some of the types of his violent tendencies:
	An example of type two occurs when we are enjoying being together and I have the deep 
feeling that I am in tune with him. Suddenly out of the blue he takes a chair and throws it 
at me. I understand this violence as a way of reclaiming himself, as if he could lose himself in me. This second type is totally unpredictable and it feels like abuse to me. It may represent his experience of having felt left empty, as if his Mum had taken him away from himself when she abandoned him because of her illness. This second type is so unbearable that at times I imagine that I could give up, this case being too difficult for me. I fear I will die if I go on, a martyr to psychotherapy (pg. 619).
This was one of the biggest case studies within this research, as it helps answer the question of if there is a time or point in which the feral tendencies and characteristics can become reversible. This shows there technically is an age where it does become irreparable, even if the situation occurs during a critical period within a child’s life.
Observations and Characteristics
	Two contrasting works of literature discuss not only characteristics of the feral children and feral men (Zingg, 1940), but also discuss the way they are perceived in society and by philosophers. One significant piece of literature was covered by Culea (2013), who wrote a book review on a study of Peter the Wild Boy from the early 1700’s. He’s known for being one of the earliest recorded feral child cases. He’s used as an example to show an overarching theme of wanting to perfect everything during that time, which is also labelled as human perfectibility. There was a large focus on wanting to help the boy learn and advance, which seems to be characterized by fear of a changed image of the country, the people, and whether or not this could be fixed. While it’s not entirely clear if the lead person who worked on the research of Peter the Wild Boy was really trying to help benefit him or to benefit the standards and standings of the French people from the time.
	The other, quite obscure, source is Sprehe’s Feral Man and the Social Animal (1961). This source talks of the behaviors of the feral man, talking more about those who quite literally live in the woods with no human interaction. It’s the take from the American Catholic Sociological Review, which gives a religious standpoint, even mentioning in the abstract, “the author concludes that the data from feral man strongly supports the Christian interpretation of the statement that man is a social animal” (Sprehe, 161). Some of the behaviors include having to be treated like an infant, having no sexual desire, and remaining non-verbal until specific socialization training and socialization with the world. This does have a very different standpoint from the other sources, talking much more about what was referred to as the “wild children” and “wild adults,” referring to their presence and habitat actually being in the wild. They do, however, still lack that knowledge that feral children don’t receive due to the large amount of isolation faced by these wild men. While the journal may seem slightly absurd and possibly exaggerated, it helps to show the effects of letting the lack of education go too far in a feral child, or even a feral man.
Revisiting Question
	My original question I had was answered quickly in my first case study I found, which was one of my fears going into the issue. Within the first case study, I found the researchers were either in linguistics or psychology, as professors in universities or as their specific professions. Looking into the next few case studies, they all said the same, some even right in the beginning, which didn’t provide much for a research paper. As I did go further into the study, however, and finding different case studies, I was intrigued with finding that some things were more or less reversible, dependent on the severity of the situation. Rose’s case was the longest I had seen, and comparing the severity of her case versus Genie’s case was shocking (Kenneally, 1998). The case study that truly made me realize there was a way to make the children’s physicality, skills, and education reversible through ample teaching and work done with the students. 
	When I first started my research, I had only found the case study on Rose after Genie’s case (Kenneally, 1998). This stumped me because I feared I would only have case study that went even further beyond what Genie went through. I was afraid I wasn’t going to be able to find any cases that were reversible, which is what I had hoped for when I first went into it. Of course, one hopes to find the answer they thought for their question, but I also hoped that there would be a positive outcome for these children, to help them go from being seen as wild and undomesticated to being a part of society as best as possible. I was relieved to find Casper’s case, especially seeing what defines him as feral that’s different from the other case studies I had looked at (Cavalli, 2007).
Future Research
	One thing that sparked my interest was in Culea’s journal (2013), which was the concept of man trying to perfect feral man in order to maintain the image of “perfect humans.” I had always thought, especially in the case of children and adolescents, the work done with the feral children was to benefit them by increasing knowledge, skills, and motor skills. I would love to look into specific case studies and see if there is any mention of why children are observed, studied, and taught by linguists and psychologists, not including cases in which parents brought in their children after a prolonged time. I would hope they wouldn’t try to help these children in order to make humans have and maintain a perfect image, but rather try to help these children so they’re able to live a better life and not just be a body that has no functions or abilities.
	I would also like to look into different causes from parents of what causes them to put their children into those states of mind. When looking more into Genie’s case the first night, her father never liked noise of any kind. In fact, she had an older brother, and her father would yell at anyone who tried to talk or make any kind of noise. The odd thing was her mother never tried to find help for Genie when going out, and her brother never endured any of the pains she went through. Their father would make her brother feed Genie, and normally their father would put it on a plate and make her brother shove it into her face if she wouldn’t eat it or if she made a sound. He endured much trauma from the experiences growing up, but he was never locked in a high chair like Genie, and he was given clothes to wear, unlike Genie who was put in a diaper only. I want to see if there’s any reason, whether it be past trauma, past parental issues, or psychological issues possibly from postpartum depression or postpartum psychosis that would cause a parent to make these children suffer physical and social isolation for a prolonged amount of time.
Conclusion
	Children during development learn and take in many different skill sets and other educational benefits. In a quick time, they can learn anywhere from five words to over 500 words. All children develop differently, but these feral children aren’t given that ability to develop fully to which their mind would let them. These children could have the brain capacity to absorb ample information, but their development is stopped almost entirely, physically, socially, and cognitively, by a barrier of isolation placed by parents and/or guardians. There has been research done by many psychologists to find causes and effects of this isolation. Looking into this research, as well as historic timelines of feral children and the feral man, evidence was found showing that there are ways in which these children are able to have their effects of isolation and ferality reversed through teaching the children and trying to increase motor skills and physicality. 
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