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	After the invention of the Cotton Gin in 1793, slavery became more necessary, widespread, and increased in order to produce more cotton to send to the textile factories in the North. Slavery became more prominent, and the more slavery started to become justifiable, the worse the treatment of slavery becomes. The rise of white supremacy started to cause the white slaveowners to push the work of slaves to completely tiring levels, which made them all long for a day of freedom for them and their families. Some free blacks show the appeal of freedom through their gain of property; however, others do not see the appeal in their freedom and would rather protest for the freedom of others.
	The largest form of the appeal of freedom comes from a former slaver by the name of Joseph Taper. Taper ran from Virginia to Pennsylvania, and once the Fugitive Slave Act came around, had to escape from Canada. He told how the new country he has approached had given him many more opportunities than the United States ever could, such as “50 acres of land [The Queen has given] to every colored man who will accept of the gift, and become and actual settler.”[footnoteRef:1] Taper praised Canada for the chances it gave him to start over with his family. He was even able to offer his children “good schools, and all the colored population supplied with schools. My [six-year-old son], is now reading, and I intend keeping him at school until he becomes a good scholar.”[footnoteRef:2] Especially after the practice of teaching slaves to leave and giving them an education was made illegal, the possibility of education for his children was a miracle that would not have been obtained without the freedom he earned from running away and moving to a bordering, friendly country. While some free blacks were more appreciative of their freedom, others focused on the lack of freedom for their fellow friends and family. [1:  Taper, Joseph. “Letter by a Fugitive Slave (1838).” In Voice of Freedom, A Documentary History. Fourth Edition, Volume I. Edited by Eric Foner. New York: W.W. Norton Press, 2014.]  [2:  Ibid.] 

	Some free blacks did live in the United States, but they still had to face repercussions. After many states that allowed free blacks to vote took away that right, it caused an uproar, especially in Pennsylvania. Some citizens took it upon themselves to hold a protest in Philadelphia. They focused on the freedoms they had versus the freedoms taken from them, asking questions such as, “Was it made… to deny ‘that all men are born equally free’ by making political rights depend upon the skin in which a man was born?”[footnoteRef:3] The citizen that made the speech at the protest talked of the liberties lost, and how more liberties for the whites causes less liberties and political participation for free blacks. They fight against the idea of paying taxes without being able to vote on the politicians that would change the taxes and what the taxes would go to. A large, concluding point made in the protest is the idea that both slaves and free blacks helped the white fight for the freedom of their country, and they all fought for the same amount of freedom; however, they are still given almost none of the advantages the whites gained from the war. Another person who protested this freedom for certain individuals was the scholar Frederick Douglass. He was asked to speak at the Fourth of July celebration in 1852, but he did everything but celebrate. He lets the whites at the celebration know he does not agree with the celebration, especially since “The sunlight that brought life and death to you has brought stripes and death to me.”[footnoteRef:4] He saw the celebration as hypocrisy, since they were celebrating the freedom of America that they wouldn’t let one quarter of the Southern population celebrate due to their skin color solely. Even though slavery was considered justified through the bible, Douglass brings the point of slavery as a sin, and how “the character and conduct of this nation never looked blacker to me than on this 4th of July!”[footnoteRef:5] He expressed at the end of his speech how no country will be as ignorant or cruel as the United States when it comes to the treatment of people, especially slaves. Many free blacks knew their freedom was special and wanted to have it spread to the entire slave population, even if it required a very unpopular opinion that would not force an immediate change. [3:  “Appeal of Forty Thousand Citizens (1840).” In Voice of Freedom, A Documentary History. Fourth Edition, Volume I. Edited by Eric Foner. New York: W.W. Norton Press, 2014.
]  [4:  Douglass, Frederick. “Frederick Douglass on the Fourth of July (1852).” In Voice of Freedom, A Documentary History. Fourth Edition, Volume I. Edited by Eric Foner. New York: W.W. Norton Press, 2014.
]  [5:  Ibid] 

	Freedom for slaves was rarely granted, as a slaveholder would much rather hold a profit than worry about the well-being of a slave. Many took the liberty to run away to try to live a nice life for themselves and their family, even if it meant the risk of getting caught and possibly being killed. While some free blacks did focus on just appreciating the freedom they were able to earn and showing that appeal to others thinking of running away, others wanted to fight for the freedom to show slaves firsthand the appeal of living a life for themselves.
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