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The Question of National Identity and Unification
	Amongst the rise of the Industrial Revolution in the nineteenth century came a rise of nationalism worldwide. This surge caused a realization of different national identities throughout the different nations, especially in Europe and the United States. The identity pushed for different ideals, such as the abolishment of slavery towards the end of the nineteenth century and the imperialistic views and actions of the Europeans, which caused many countries to lose their own identities to the European powers. The three documents, all from different European powers and nationalities, show different aspects and interpretation of national identity and unity, and how each are thought to bring good ideals or horror to each nation.
	Johann Gottlieb Fichte made it a point to showcase how national identity can overtake another nation and cause negative impacts. The Germans, who belonged more to a nation-state rather than a country, were overtaken by Napoleonic control, almost left without their own national identity, and only unified by this loss. Fichte believed the Germans could bring back who they were, even though “whatever has lost its independence has at the same time lost its power to influence the course of events and to determine these own events by its own will.”[footnoteRef:1] Fichte does argue, however, that the identity cannot be found if the Germans do not try to make a change. He makes the point that everything would remain constant if no one would try to constitute change in the nation.[footnoteRef:2] Max Nordau makes the same point through Zionism, but with a different stance. Nordau argues “in the case of most Zionists, Anti-Semitism was only a stimulus causing them to reflect upon their relation to the nations.”[footnoteRef:3] Nordau views national identity as an ideal to come around once the identity of someone has been attacked, and to unify to show their identity. In this specific case, Nordau shows the Jewish people and Zionists did not act upon anything until Anti-Semitism started to spread. Giuseppe Garibaldi, however, has different views on the identity and unity of a nation than Nordau and Fichte both have.  [1:  Johann Gottlieb Fichte, Address to the German Nation, trans. R.F. Jones and G.H. Turnbull (Chicago: Open Court 
  Publishing, 1922), 2-4]  [2:  Ibid, 2-4]  [3:  Max Nordau, “Zionism”, from The English Zionist Federation, Zionism, Its History and Its and Aim, trans. Israel 
  Cohen (London: The English Zionist Confederation, 1905), 3-20] 

	Garibaldi writes a speech to some of his soldiers during the process of the unification of Italy. His points focus much on coming together as a people, expressing “[Italy] will no longer follow in the trail of men whose hearts are foul.”[footnoteRef:4] Garibaldi encouraged the idea of national identity to be fought for, to defeat anyone who tries to stop the unification or tries to overcome the country. He fights for courage, unity, and nationalism. [4:  The World’s Famous Orations, ed. William Jennings Bryan, 10 vols. (New York: Funk and Wagnalls, 1906), 
  7:229-231] 

	Since breaking its British ties in 1776, and officially in 1783, the United States has embellished its own sense of national identity. This first came out through the Revolution, where they asserted patriotism in order to defeat Great Britain, then ultimately leaving from their control. Throughout history, national identity has either encouraged the Americans, such as coming together for World Wars and the decades of celebration, or it has discouraged the Americans, during the Civil War era and especially Civil Rights Era. In present day, this identity is built on national pride, focused a lot on political movements, warfare advancements or fallbacks, and sometimes through national sports. In such a progressive time that has been the 2010’s, many ideas have encouraged our identity, but there have also been times where change was pushed back, even in the later years of the decade. Laws and court rulings change how progressive the United States feels, such as the Obergefell v. Hodges, the current abortion laws, and the fight of federal and state of legalizing marijuana. Many progressive ideas can and will encourage national identity, which will always encourage unity; however, one loss can discourage the country and begin turmoil.
	The ideas of national identity and unity are two that work well together. More of a national identity can lead to unity, such as the unification of Italy and Germany during the rise of nationalism. These different surges of ideas such as nationalism, imperialism, and even the Industrial Revolution helped encourage a large deal of national identity and unity, while some tragic events, in particular, the World Wars and multiple rebellions, will discourage both, which is an effect in both Europe and the United States.
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