[bookmark: _h9kugb89go6q]Rights and Spaces: LGBTQ Rights in History
[bookmark: _cdanepdrfss3]Course Information 
Emily Corey

This course will have a prerequisite of either HIST 221 or HIST 222, as well as a corequisite of HIST 321. A lot of the course covers the effects that sexuality deals with rights in the United States, so a foundational knowledge of U.S. History, whichever section, will help with preparation for the class. I also put in the corequisite because, as discussed in class, you can’t talk about sexuality without talking about sex and gender, and the same goes for all the other topics. The HIST 321 is a class in the Women, Gender, and Sexuality minor, which I think would fit in well with this class and its topics. 

[bookmark: _7b8a0sb4hrly]Course Description
This course will show and explain how people of the LGBTQ community have been portrayed, treated, and what rights they’ve been given or lost throughout American history. While it seems to only be a large issue recently in history, being LGBTQ+ has always existed, and was large in many cultures in colonial times. With the coming of the colonists to the New World brought many different cultures and people, even though they were all Europeans. Since then, many issues have come up with gaining rights since people of the LGBTQ community have started to have prejudice in work, jobs, friendships, and even in wars. Students will see the change over time and how impacts have been made from events talked about in the course, and will be able to discuss changes over time, but also be able to identify what has remained the same throughout the years, decades, and even centuries. 
[bookmark: _knfmcbp8ry1w]

[bookmark: _r5tacjwh4bz5]Course Schedule 

[bookmark: _se5dxnta5vlv]Unit 1: LGBTQ Activity in the Colonial Era


	BIG Question: Was there any presence of other genders and sexualities other than cis heterosexuals? Where did it appear most in the British Royal Colonies? 


	Argument of the Unit: Some people were very open about their sexualities throughout the colonial time, whether it be through the colonists themselves, or even the Native Americans they had encounters with. Many expressed homosexual behaviors, while others were open about gender change and identifying with more than one gender.


	Key Words: Two-spirit, molly houses, berdache, nonconforming people and nonconformity, transgressions, gender roles/activities, romantic friendship


	Source #1: Womanish Men and Manlike Women: The Native American Two-Spirit as Warrior 


	Explanation of Source: This reading talks of a part of the LGBTQ community started through the Native American culture, and is not always formally recognized or even studied in any history class. The Two-Spirit identity is recognized as another gender, set as someone who may not recognize sexual or gender norms that the older Western cultures would follow. Some of these Natives, also called berdaches during the colonial ages, were seen as abnormal and usually seen as more savage-like or barbaric than other Natives in America. The article also mentions the criticism of the male sex two-spirits and female sex two-spirits, and how each is seen through the colonists and Western people in America. Many of the two-spirit people were seen to have a sort of “supernatural power,” but besides that similarity, the difference of original sex meant the difference of how each sex was treated. The male berdache, going from male to female, seemed to want to be feminine, which was portrayed to be wrong; however, the female berdache seemed to be an irreversible change, and the colonists didn’t have too much of a problem until the females berdaches wanted to engage in warfare and/or use weaponry.


	Source #2: Colonial Williamsburg LGBTQ Research


	Explanation of Source: The author in this article focuses on the discovery and research of LGBTQ history throughout Colonial Williamsburg. The town, now an attraction site for visitors and tourists, has created a committee in order to research the history of LGBTQ presence in Colonial Williamsburg in order to inform visitors through a source book that is planning to be created with sufficient research of the colonial tour site. While not shown much in history books, there has been, of course, the presence of LGBTQ activity throughout history, and one of the orientation interpreters wanted to know more after once being asked by a same-sex male couple about the presence of activity through Colonial Williamsburg specifically. This interpreter, with other co-workers, petitioned to the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation after asking the foundation multiple years to implement a program and receiving no response, and was successful in encouraging the foundation to launch the research.


	Source #3: Colonial Williamsburg Trip


	Explanation of Source: The trip relating a lot to the Washington Post article, Colonial Williamsburg is now starting to recognize “queer history” and has conducted a committee in order to look into the history at the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. While the research and source book that is being worked on is not quite finished, some interpreters do know stories of some colonists who would be a part of the queer history. One colonist mentioned in the article, although not a part of Colonial Williamsburg but a part of Colonial Virginia history, is Thomas(ine) Hall. Thomas(ine) was born in England and came to America as Thomasine after fighting in the British army as Thomas, then lived in Virginia as both male and female. Being able to speak directly with people who are trained on the history of the colonial town will give more of an impact on the learning for this course, and will help with details that may not even be included in the source books. 


	Source #4: LGBTQ American: A Theme Study of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer History


	Explanation of Source: This reading is a great ending to the unit due to how it ties in stories and examples that have been brought up in all the other readings and on the field trip. The reading covers the topics of “cross-dressing” (how genderqueer and gender fluid people were referred to) and two-spirit identity throughout the Native Americans. The reading mentions the story of Thomas(ine) Hall, and how they were issued to be depicted wearing women’s clothing on one half of their body, and men’s clothing on the other half. Another example is Deborah Sampson, who fought in the Continental Army while dressed as a man, then got out of the army and went back to being female, and even married a man after getting out. It also discusses the use of “romantic friendships” in order to describe same-sex tendencies between both female friends and male friends, but also mentioning that the term originally came from how women’s friendships were very affectionate since these romantic friendships were only shown as passionate descriptions throughout writings and poetry with only kissing, cuddling, and sharing a bed. 




[bookmark: _yyqg00sondc0]Unit 2: 1900’s Displays of Sexuality


	BIG Question: How and when did the LGBTQ community start to be more open with their sexualities and genders? How did the general public react and try to contain the ideal?


	Argument of the Unit: Known LGBTQ presence began to increase, especially after the 1950s. Some presence started in the military throughout both men and women, and even in small communities in popular cities and states. This movement came around the same time as the Civil Rights movement and even earlier than that. Same-sex actions were illegal, as well as being transgender or transsexual. The police were quick to arrest people on the streets or in gay bars, which stirred up riots. 


	Key Words: Transsexual, sexual fluidity, bulldagger, lavender lads, blue discharges, Tenderloin, sodomy, homosexual rings


	Source #1: Excerpt from Chicago Whispers: a History of LGBT Chicago before Stonewall


	Explanation of Source: This chapter shows different ways the LGBTQ community is present in different forms of media, especially in a time where jazz was becoming so prominent and popular. In history classes, students are taught about prominent jazz singers such as Duke Ellington, Ella Fitzgerald, and only a few other jazz artists that were made out to be the most popular during the decade of the Roaring 20’s. There were many other jazz artists that rose to fame during this time, especially a lot of LGBTQ artists. They made songs discussing their sexuality, their loves, and even some allies made songs about gay men or lesbians. The songs were open and somewhat accepting of sexual fluidity, which was not the social norm at the time. Some even mentioned being confused over and observing a mannish woman and a woman-acting man. These artists received their status mainly in Chicago, which was a city full of American diversity, both in race and sexualities.


	Source #2: The Lavender Scare: Gay and Lesbian Life in Post-WWII America


	Explanation of Source: The Lavender Scare was a part of the Red Scare that came with the rise of communism and the Cold War. Joseph McCarthy, who started the rise and terror of the Red Scare, said he had a list of suspected homosexuals and a list of communists, and some people in the list matched. This caused a fear that the USSR was paying homosexual people to blackmail the government, and many of these people who were specifically called out ended up losing jobs and even being blacklisted if they were in the film or media industry. President Eisenhower even made an executive order detailing people who were and weren’t allowed to be in federal positions, which included that anyone who identified as homosexual was not allowed to hold a federal job, including being in the military. This led to a purge of federal employees, which could either be rumored to be homosexual or accused by another employee, and no real evidence had to be provided. This, much like the Red Scare, could have someone be accused because of a wrong action or disliking someone.


	Source #3: Screaming Queens


	Explanation of Source: Many rebellions are shown throughout history, such as the rebellions during the Articles of Confederation government, the Northern riots during the Civil War, and even riots before and after the World Wars. Compton’s Cafeteria Riot started in the Tenderloin of San Francisco, in which many homosexual, transgender, and transsexual people were forced to be as a collective community. The Tenderloin was a rundown neighborhood and community, filled with lots of drug use, gang activity, and prostitution. Many prostitutes, or sex workers, were the transgender people within the Tenderloin, and many would meet at Gene Compton’s in order to socialize, and sometimes even let others know they were safe and alive. Police would regularly be called to or go into Compton’s and arrest people for cross-dressing, homosexual activities, and even loitering. One night, however, someone threw a coffee at a police officer and chaos ensued. Dishes were thrown, windows were shattered, police car windows were broken in, and even a newsstand was lit on fire. This was a significant and large riot in history, both for transgender people and the LGBT people.


	Source #4: Selection from Canaday, The Straight State


	Explanation of Source: During the World War II and the Cold War military age, it’s never taught about women first entering the military and the challenges they faced, besides the usual misogynists of the time; however, the United States military was trying to get rid of  “same-sex eroticism,” but had large issues dealing with women and lesbianism. While these women were quite open about their sexuality, many of the male officers, upon catching women in the act, did not know what to do with the women or even what to say to them. Entering the military was already seen as something a man would do, so officers were suspicious of these women and kept a close eye on them. Unfortunately, not all women were able to avoid being accused or removed for suspected lesbianism. For some of these women, they would become discharged or removed even if they did not look feminine or how military officials thought the women should look. They focused mainly on looks to determine the sexuality, and blatantly ignored signs of romantic friendships, seeing that to be a normal part of women with each other. The officials mainly focused on needing physical evidence of women in the act, and would even ask detailed questions when questioning suspected women or women caught having sex. They finally started to crack down on women post-World War II, especially finding homosexual rings and ripping through women’s belongings.




[bookmark: _ekv5smoeuxrr]Unit 3: Modern-day America and the Presence of LGBTQ Rights


	BIG Question: How have LGBTQ rights upon entering the 21st century? How has it been affected in other countries with same-sex marriage laws coming later than the 2015 Supreme Court decision? In what different ways of American life is it being affected?


	Argument of the Unit: After going through the Gay Liberation movement, with it happening alongside the Civil Rights movement and the Feminism movement, the 21st has provided an era slowly moving towards equal rights, with newer generations helping fight in these movements, as well as others such as the still occurring LGBT Rights movement since 1972. 


	Key Words: Obergefell v. Hodges, homophobic, marriage laws, gay bar, Pride


	Source #1: Gay and Lesbian Kingdom of the Coral Seas (Pre-dissolution)


	Explanation of Source: Australia, in 2004, put in a Marriage Amendment Act setting the boundaries of marriage being between a man and a woman solely, and any other marriage was void to Australia, regardless if performed in a country where same-sex marriage was legal. At a Pride festival in Brisbane the same year, some members of the LGBTQ community in Australia decided to “move” to the Coral Islands off the coast of Australia. Declaring themselves independent, some people moved over to the islands and even declared war on Australia. People don’t necessarily live on the islands, but it serves as an icon in the AU Gay Rights movement. They had almost achieved their purpose in 2013, but the Marriage Equality Act was repealed after five days, voiding any marriages that had taken place. Finally, in 2017, Australia did pass a Marriage Amendment, making same-sex marriage legal, in which the Islands dissipated. Going to visit a country which made such a large move in order to fight for the rights they wanted seemed much bigger than protests and rallies. The Islands serve as an icon towards the fight for equal rights. 


	Source #2: Fair Play: How LGBT Athletes are Claiming Their Rightful Place in Sports


	Explanation of Source: In recent years, athletes have started to come out as gay or bisexual. This was a big change with the turning of the century since in the past, male homosexual tendencies had been seen as being feminine and nowhere near doing or being in anything a straight male would do. Many athletes remain in the closet with the fear of prejudice from teammates, coaches, or the sports community. One sports reporter, who is gay himself, wanted to find out how gay athletes would be affected throughout the media and through personal experiences but was afraid to ask players, especially asking a player who wasn’t gay. He was, however, successfully able to talk with multiple players, many bringing up the fact that gay athletes are usually never talked about because of skill, but because of their sexuality. Someone managing a red carpet at a sports event even told him it was an inappropriate question as a player was passing him, and how it made people uncomfortable, but the player was quick to defend the reporter and answer his questions. Many of these issues don’t come up on sports networks or even the news, which makes it seem like it’s almost nonexistent.


	Source #3: How Gay Bars Have Been a Building Block of the LGBTQ Community


	Explanation of Source: Gay bars and locations, such as Stonewall Inn and even Compton’s Cafeteria from the last unit were safe spaces for people of the LGBTQ community in large cities. Some of these bars become centers of violence, whether from riots or from mass shootings. Stonewall and Compton’s were prominent riots of the late 1900s as a part of the Gay Liberation movement, but Pulse Nightclub in Orlando saw more hurt than anything. In 2016, a terrorist attack took place, killing 49 and wounding over 50. Everywhere in the United States felt hurt, even at a New York gay bar, The Monster, which was right outside a vigil in which celebrities and politicians spoke. The issue truly was everywhere, with the bar even receiving anonymous threats, as well as New York colleges. The article talks of gay bars and their effect in history, even in modern-day where it may seem more accepting, but also more hostile than ever before. 


	Source #4: GLBT Historical Society Museum: Online Exhibitions


	Explanation of Source: The online exhibits are portions of real exhibits once in the museum located in San Francisco, a major city in the Gay Liberation movement and the Gay Rights movement. The first exhibit, Pioneering Periodicals, shows different LGBTQ prints from Northern California, with examples from six decades, with the first three decades (1940s to 1960s) being from national and international sources due to the lack of prominence of LGBTQ tendencies and actions being in the public eye. The exhibit shows prints from the post-World War II era, such as a hobby directory from men and boys in a specific location, to the Homophile movement, which includes magazines and other prints from LGBTQ organizations such as the Daughters of Bilitis and the Mattachine Society. The second exhibit, PICTURING KINSHIP, is portraits of different people within the LGBTQ community, whether they be multimedia specialists, artists, or even children of same-sex couples. The exhibits show the differences of the prominence of LGBTQ presence in communities throughout times, and shows how differently each decade portrays the LGBTQ community and how they represent themselves throughout time, which is the whole idea of the class.





