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1) Thoreau’s essay might be called “Civil Disobedience” because he is talking about a call to action. Not a violent action, but one that disobeys the current laws in such a way that is not harmful or bothering to others, so basically be civil about the disobedience. Upset the establishment, think for yourself, reflect on the morality of your actions, and disobey the government in such a way that is respectful and civil. 
2) Thoreau says that government is an expedient. Definitely convenient and practical but can be morally flawed. He states all governments are expedient and at times they can be inexpedient as well. Later he elaborates, “…government is an expedient by which men would fain succeed in letting one another alone; and, as has been said, when it is most expedient, the governed are most let alone by it.”  
3) Thoreau suggests that "We should be men first, and subjects afterward." This refers to how we (either as men or subjects) use our conscience. He asks, “Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislation? Why has every man a conscience, then?” Every man has a conscience, so there for we should be men and listen to that conscience before being subjected to the order of legislation. 
4) I do not think Thoreau looks down upon soldiers, generals, etc. The sentence before he introduces us to these figures he states that Law doesn’t get man closer to a just state of being, and goes on to say the soldiers are just, “…the agents of injustice.” He looks down upon law and what it’s doing to society. The government has made it so that men don’t serve with their conscience, they serve, “…as machines, with their bodies.” The government sees them as magazines and forts instead of people, so he inevitably places blame on the government.  
5) Thoreau states that certain men, like Abolitionists, were originally enemies of the society in totality, but later became vindicated in their actions and held in high regard when looking back on the circumstances of the time period and the actions they decided to employ. 
6) Thoreau decides to essentially not pay certain taxes or fees in order to exercise his civil disobedience. This was a church fee and a poll-tax that were omitted. The church fee was payed by another individual unbeknownst to him, but Thoreau was imprisoned for a night for failing to pay the poll-tax. His action fits in with my view of active citizenship because he was doing what he felt right by himself and the greater good of the people in a non-violent way. If it were me in his circumstance I would’ve followed his example and respectfully voice my objections, ultimately dealing with the penalties of such objections. 
