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Intersectionality in Hairspray
Hairspray is a film that takes place in the 1960s, in Baltimore, Maryland. Tracy, the main character, desperately wants to try out for the popular dance television show, The Corny Collins Show, but her mother will not allow it. Tracy then decides to sneak out and try out anyway. She is unfortunately turned down because of her weight, size, and because she supports the integration of Whites and African Americans. Devastated, Tracy decides to come back and dance on the show without permission and she is then given a spot on the show. After the producer of the show cancels the airtime for African Americans, Tracy and her friends decide to march against the unfair segregation of television in Baltimore. She is forced to go into hiding after the march because she allegedly assaulted an officer which was not true. She is later able to get back to the Corny Collins Show where she successfully is able to convince the host, Corny Collins, to integrate the television show as well as any other television show aired in Baltimore (Hairspray 2007).     
Intersectionality is "the complex, cumulative way in which the effects of multiple forms of discrimination, overlap, or intersect especially in the experiences of marginalized individuals or groups” (Intersectionality 1989). Hairspray explores many aspects of intersectionality throughout the film. In general, it explores the effects that race, gender, and sexuality affects a person’s identity. It also explores different gender stereotypes, oppression, as well as privilege. Hairspray proves that there is not only one means to be discriminated against. In the film, people are discriminated against because of their race, gender, and sexuality though at many times, it is not something one can control. These things relate to a person’s identity and how they express themselves so people should be proud and not ashamed because they are different from other people. This is of course easier said and done but people should have the right to accept themselves for who they are. 
The city of Baltimore had many issues of segregation and discrimination. The main character, Tracy Turnblad, is not like many other girls her age so she faces a good amount of discrimination. Tracy is a white, cisgender female but is not considered “normal” because of her weight and size. Though she must deal with this, she is still very proud of her identity and what she believes in. She has very strong values and will stand up against inequality if she feels necessary. This sense of pride, however, cannot hide the fact that she is discriminated against because of her cultural values, her gender, as well as for her sexuality. 
There are many characters in Hairspray that try to oppress Tracy’s self-expression. Amber, a dancer on the Corny Collins Show, seems to make it her mission to put Tracy down and oppress her because she is a bit different. Her and her mother do their best to keep Tracy off the show because her body type does not match the show’s standards and because Tracy supports integration.

The girls on the Corny Collins show, embody the perfect female, American teen in the 1960s. With their perfect hair, light skin, and thin body types, they are at the top of the social hierarchy. Though Tracy Turnblad is also a white female, she is not considered to be in the same boat with other girls. Tracy unfortunately does not fit the female stereotypes of the time, so she is seen as more of an outcast than a proper woman. Because she does not match them in height or weight, she is left with the feeling of being a less worthy female because of the way she looks. She keeps this inferiority very close to her at times. It also stops her from reaching her full potential because of the fear of being judged and the fear of being acknowledged as being less than any other female. 
Tracy Turnblad is also discriminated against based on the culture she grew up in. Her family consists of a lower working class, white, two parent household. This resulted in again, having the feeling of inferiority towards her richer classmates.  Tracy was expected to oppress her feelings about integration because it was not socially accepted at the time. Instead of conforming to the majority belief of segregating based on race, she fought against her oppression and the oppression of others. Internalized oppression is a very common theme at the beginning of Hairspray. Because of the social status of Tracy’s family, they are convinced that she will not be able to make it on television. Though they are proven wrong, they truly believe that they were inferior just because of their socioeconomic status. Tracy was also raised to believe in equality for all. Because of her pro-integration ideals, she was often judged because most individuals at the time believed that Baltimore should remain segregated. Tracy was originally kicked out of her audition for the Corny Collins Show because of her beliefs which unfortunately is apparent today. 
Tracy Turnblad is a heterosexual, Cisgender female and has some masculine features. Based on Killerman’s novel a Guide to Gender and his Genderbread person, Tracy is attracted to men, identifies as a female, and has some masculine features (Killerman 2017). As a cisgender female, Tracy has many privileges because she does not have to worry about judgment for her identity. However, the sense of masculinity in females was not very common and was not considered the way to be a proper female in the 1960s. Tracy of course felt pressure to be an ideal woman even when around the other women on the Corny Collins Show. Tracy’s mother, Edna Turnblad, is played by a male also giving her more masculine features as well. Both Tracy and her mother feared criticism from their peers because of their appearance. At the beginning of the film, Edna says “they don’t pick people like us, they will hurt you” (Hairspray 2006) when Tracy begs her mom to let her audition for the Corny Collins show. Edna fears that Tracy will be ridiculed because of her weight and appearance.
Tracy and the intersectionality that she faced was almost completely based on her appearance and the way she chooses to express herself. Because it was outside of the social norms, she was often looked down upon and seen as less than. Tracy was discriminated against because of her culture, gender, and sexuality which are important aspects of her identity. 

References
Hairspray. (2007).
Intersectionality. (1989). Retrieved from https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/intersectionality
Killermann, S. (2017). A guide to gender: The social justice advocate’s handbook, 2nd edition. Austin, TX: Impetus Books.
[bookmark: _GoBack]



































	
