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Skull lab reflection 
	As a result of the human skull comparison lab, I learned that studying fossils is not as cut and dry as it may appear. I always believed that the study of fossil records was a very simple process that did not require much debate at all. During the lab however, we discovered that many people had different results based on how they viewed the different fossils. This required us to compare all of our results to come up with a somewhat clear and conscience result to make for a clear comparison. This was definitely not an easy task. Our class had to do this for almost every single skull because we all observed the different skulls differently. I think this is a pretty accurate representation of how researchers decide what the specimen is and how it is related to a different specimen. 
	I found it surprising that the number of skulls we had to observe was so high. I did not expect that researchers were aware of so many different species that were around way before us modern humans came into question. This does show that a lot of prior research has been done on these skulls. I thought it was interesting that some of the skulls had certain physical features that help them to be more fit for their own environments. For example, some skulls had different dental makeup to allow them to consume food that is present in their environments. Another example that was observed was that some of the skulls also had different places for where the foramen magnum was. Some skulls had their foramen magnum at the bottom of the skull, and some had it towards the rear. I am not quite sure why this is, but it shows that there is a pretty significant reason for it to be placed in different places. 
	Though there is plenty of evidence that proves that there were many other living life forms similar to us on earth, it is still difficult to know exactly where they come from. This lab shows us that there are still gaps between time periods that are still unknown. We know that the skulls are evidence of different lifeforms that are similar to us but there are still gaps between when the skulls where living. We also do not know why exactly their bone and skull structures are the way they were and what caused them to form that way. 
	To be completely honest, I did not like creating the phylogenetic tree. I think I am not very fond of group work and I think I would have worked better alone. I did think it was interesting to see how differently everyone’s thought processes were and how everyone’s approach to this task was completely different. As a very observant person, this exercise allowed me to learn a lot about how our class thinks and works as a whole. I do find the concept of a phylogenetic tree interesting. I like that it is an organized way to represent how each skull somehow relates to one another. I think the building of relationships within the tree helps represent how closely related we are to many different organisms. 
	One of the biggest take-aways from this assignment is that we are physically more similar to other species than we may think. The lab allowed for us to observe our similarities and differences to other beings like us. This lab also showed us the gaps that researchers still are not sure of in the evolution of man. 
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