
What is Burke's rationale behind analyzing Hitler's Mein Kampf?
Burke basically says that unlike other articles that have been written about Hitler, he will actually read his book and not categorize it as terrible before reading it.


2. What is Burke's overall argument about Hitler's rhetoric?
The overall argument was, “This unity, if attained on a deceptive basis, by emotional trickeries that shift our criticism from the accurate locus of our trouble, is no unity at all. For, even if we are among those who happen to be “Aryans,” we solve no problems even for ourselves by such solutions, since the factors pressing towards calamity remain.”(page 220) I think what he is saying is that, Hitler would try and use religion as an excuse for issues to were it didn’t even any sense, like for economics. 


3. How does Burke explain Hitler's "unification device"? What are the four important features of this device? Explain specifically how Burke describes each one of these features.

He explains the unification device as The two parties that Hitler studied, Catholic factor and Schoenerer’s Pan-German group. The four features:

Inborn dignity -  Burke describes as, “a “natural born” dignity of man is stressed. And this categorical dignity is considered to be an attribute of all men, if they will but bail themselves of it, by right thinking and right living.”(page 202)
Projection device - Burke describes as, “The “curative” process that comes with the ability to hand over one’s ills to a scapegoat, thereby getting purification by dissociation.” (page 202)
Symbolic rebirth - Burke describes as, “The projective device of the scapegoat, coupled with the Hitlerite doctrine of inborn racial superiority, provides its followers with a “positive” view of life.” (page 203)
Commercial use - Burke describes as, “Hitler obviously here had something to sell— and it was but a question of time until he sold it. For it provided a noneconomic interpretation of economic ills. As such, it served with maximum efficiency in deflecting the attention from the economic factors involved in modern conflict; hence by attacking “ Jew finance” instead of finance, it could stimulate an enthusiastic movement that left “Aryan” finance in control. (page 204)



4. What are Burke's action items in the conclusion of his analysis? What does he think the readers should do?

The last thing that Burke says is, “So he might, under Nazi promptings, be tempted to back a group of gangsters who, on becoming the political rulers of the state, would protect him against the necessary demands of the workers. His gangsters, the, would be his insurance against his workers. But who would be his insurance against his gangsters?”   From my  understanding, I believe he is trying to say that he may have all of these people working for him for now, but what happens when they don’t like something that he does and who is going to stop them from hurting him and taking over the organization that has been created. Burke wants the readers to find a different way to make a change, then to depend of people who could turn on you at any moment. 

