
Why would Thoreau's essay be called "Civil Disobedience”?

Through out the essay he is talking about how man should not have to listen to all of the laws that were made by the government. He talks about how soldiers are machines for the government and says, “All machines have their friction; and possibly this does enough good to counterbalance the evil.” Which means that we should go against the government, because it corrupt and is the people for their own good. 

2) According too Thoreau, what is the definition of a government?

Thoreau say that “ The government itself, which is only the mode which the people have chosen to execute their will, is equally liable to be abused and perverted before the people can act through it.” I see this as him saying that the government can be manipulated and abused by those is power. Thoreau also says that the American government is holding the people back and that they would have achieved more if the government was not so controlling. 

3) Thoreau suggests that "We should be men first, and subjects afterward." What is the difference between the two? Why do you think Thoreau makes this suggestion?

The difference between men and subjects is that being a subject involves following the law of the government while being a man is doing what ever you want. I think he makes this suggestion, because he thinks that the government is controlling.

4) Do you think Thoreau looks down on soldiers, captains, generals, etc? Support your answer with textual evidence (from what he actually says in his essay).

Thoreau says that soldiers are basically machines and not men. In his own words he also says,“Such command no more respect than men of straw or a lump of dirt. They have the same sort of worth only as horses and dogs.” He is definitely looking down on soldiers, because he believes that they are just puppets for the government. 

5) What examples does he cite of conscientious men that were made the enemies of society (but were later vindicated and are now held in high esteem)?

Washington and Franklin 

6) How does Thoreau exercise "civil disobedience"? What happens as a result? Does his action fit in with your view of active citizenship? What else would you have done if you were in his shoes during his time period?

He did not pay poll-tax for six years and as a result he went jail for a day. He seems to fit in as an active citizen, because he does contribute in society. He only does with things that he believes in though. I am not sure what I would have done, however I understand his reasonings for what he did do. 

