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According to Keough terministic screen is best defined by Kenneth Burke as “A definition of reality that directs the attention of the audience along a certain line of thought” (Keough, pg:5). A terministic screen is used in language to make people believe and think a certain way. Sexist language and terministic screen have a direct relationship; sexist language is an example of a terministic screen in language. Terministic screens and sexist language can be identified as one of the reasons gender roles and gender languages exist. 
“Language is a powerful influence in our lives. Through language we learn about ourselves and our environment.” (Keough, pg:4). Word choice and tone are just a couple of the reason’s language is so important. For example, when someone uses the phrase “A man and his tools” they could just be referring to an old saying they heard but because the saying uses the word ‘man’ and not ‘woman’, the saying could be implying that only men can have tools and women may not. Due to that implication, the saying could be considered sexist language. Many phrases and words that are considered sexist language are from an older version of the English language. Old language is just that, old, it does not consider all the new changes to how society portrays people, genders and the lack of gender roles. This is important because as children grow up and start listening to how society is reflected in language, they automatically believe it is correct even though it may only reflect a past society and not a modern one. This can cause young girls, and boys, to believe in the sexist language; therefore, it continues to get written into important documents and used in everyday life. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sexist language is more demeaning for women because the word “man” is typically used to talk about both genders instead of identifying both men and women. This has led people to believe in and stick to gender roles; women taking care of the house and family (feminine) and men doing the yard work and earning money (masculine). These can be particularly wrong in today’s society because many households no longer fit in the category that is thought to be a “typical family”. Single and same sex parent households do not fit the old molds. On top of all that, it is often said that “for full human development, an individual will need both feminine and masculine traits” (Keough, pg:10). More and more men and women in today’s society are crossing the boundaries and getting rid of gender roles thus bringing to light the use of sexist language and making the knowledge of it more prevalent in the English language.
