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The Green Party of Virginia: A Critical Commentary

	The Green Party of Virginia came into being in 1993.  Since then, it has not made any bids for the ‘Big Three’ offices of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, or Attorney General, nor has it run a candidate for the Presidency.  There have, however, been multiple bids for local Board of Directors seats as well as those for state Senate and House of Delegates.  The Green Party of Virginia has similar definitions to the same ten key values as the national party, and has generally given moderate support to candidates like Ralph Nader during presidential elections.  This paper will discuss the performance of the Virginia Green Party in the last decade, looking at bids for specific offices, with special attention to the multiple campaigns of Josh Ruebner.  It is important to note first and foremost that there is more than one Green Party in the state of Virginia.  For the purpose of this paper, focus will be on the party that is “the only Green Party in Virginia accredited by the Green Party of the United States (GP-US), which in turn is recognized by the Federal Election Commission (FEC)” (Vagreenparty.org, 2017).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Virginia Greens follow the same basic ten principles that the national party follows.  Those are: ecological wisdom, social justice, grassroots democracy, nonviolence, decentralization, community-based economics, feminism, respect for diversity, personal & global responsibility, and future focus & sustainability, according to the official website Vagreenparty.org, 2017).  These values help voters easily identify what matters to the party, and what they can identify with themselves that makes the Green candidates a good choice.  
	The Virginia Green Party is most successful in the northern part of the state, specifically counties like Arlington, Stanton, Fredericksburg, and Loudon.  These are among the richest counties in the state, which may contribute to the viability of the campaigns, as well as the willingness of citizens to buy into what the Green Party is selling.  The most successful candidacies, even in northern counties, tend to be seats on the local School Boards or District Board of Directors.  According to the official website, there are currently six Green Party members holding offices in these areas.  
	One of the most successful Green Party candidates within the last decade has been Josh Ruebner.  Though he has not actually been elected to any office, Ruebner has run several marginally successful campaigns for a third-party candidate, but his run for the Virginia House of Delegates in 2009 was the most noteworthy.  He had run for the office previously, but in 2009 he said of his loss “Although I’m disappointed that I didn’t get elected, the fact that I more than doubled my support from last year is a positive indication that more Arlingtonians are agreeing with the Green Party on issues like development, gentrification, the environment, and transportation” (Joshruebner.com, 2017).  Ruebner’s campaigns for local office seem to have been successful because of local media coverage of his campaign and more substantial campaign websites.  These have unfortunately been taken down, since the races were several years ago.  According to records on the official Virginia Green Party website, the last attempt at a federal seat from a Virginian was Joe Galdo’s run for the U.S. House of Representatives in 2014, which he did not win.  There has never been a U.S. Senate campaign from the party.  
	So, why do Virginia Greens avoid bidding for the ‘Big Three’ positions?  Virginia is historically a swing state in national elections, meaning that it varies between going red and blue with nearly every election.  However, in the past, Virginia has generally gone blue in its gubernatorial races, with a few exceptions.  In the 2017 Virginia elections, according to the Washington Post, no Green Party of Virginia candidates succeeded in getting onto the ballot after the primary race in June, even in the Virginia Senate or House of Delegates.  Could this be as a result of Jill Stein’s failed bid for the presidency in 2016?  The Greens could be feeling down and out for the count after her loss, and citizens of Virginia may have lost faith in the candidates’ ability to win and actually implement changes.  This could have lasting effects on the party’s viability.  
	In terms of presidential elections, most notably the races in which Ralph Nader ran, Virginia votes are minor for third party candidates.  For example, according to the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) website, Ralph Nader won only 59,000 Virginian votes in the 2000 election.  This is compared to Bush’s 1.4 million, and Gore’s 1.2 million.  In the 2016 election, the Green Party candidate, Jill Stein, received even less Virginia votes: 27,000 to Clinton’s 1.9 million and Trump’s 1.7 million (transition.fec.gov, 2017).  More votes were actually given to the Libertarian party in the 2016 election than to the Green Party.  
	Part of the problem that many Virginians may have with the Green Party is the idea of ‘consensus voting’ used by the party.  The official website explains it as: “The goal of consensus is to arrive at agreement by all. It attempts to bring every member to unity where everyone wins and nobody loses. Each person has some of the truth, no person has all of the truth. Each member must come to consensus ready to listen and believing that the group, searching together, can reach the best solution” (website).  In a nation where many people feel that their opinions are the only possible correct answer, the idea of consensus is not always appealing.  It can also be problematic with the current political climate commonly using phrases like ‘snowflake’ and ‘triggered’ to describe people who disagree with them.  
	For Virginia Greens, there is a lot further they must go in order to be a recognizable and viable party.  With only 6 currently held seats in hundreds of local offices, and no state-wide seats, it is hard for the average voter to get behind their candidates.  However, the registered members of the party are extremely supportive and work hard to make their candidates mainstream.  They have several active social media pages, and on Facebook they have over 1,700 likes.  How the Greens perform in future elections is entirely dependent upon their base and their ability to run well-organized and highly publicized campaigns.  
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