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Decoding My Literacy: An Analysis of Literate Repurposing
Introduction
In “Tracing Trajectories of Practice”, Roozen aims to argue for “increased theoretical, methodological, and pedagogical attention”(158) to a person’s practices in his or her writing. In my educational experience, certain literate practices influenced the fundamental ways in which I write. In this essay, I review my works in respective disciplines to analyze general patterns in my writing. I identify these patterns in my structure, outside resource collection, and perspective of my writing.
Outlining
A common theme in my educational writing is the presence of an outline. Ever since elementary school, I have learned to follow a certain guideline for how an essay should be formatted and the specific content that should be addressed. This concept was constantly reinforced throughout my education and was especially prevalent in my AP writing. In AP Language, I was regularly assigned “SOAPSTone” essays. “SOAPStone” is an acronym for a specific set of points that one should identify in a literary piece: speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, subject, and tone. To prepare for this assignment, I would create an outline as such:


 Into Thin Air SOAPStone
Speaker- The author, Jon Krakauer
Occasion- Krakauer’s experience of climbing Mt. Everest, spring of 1996 in Nepal
Audience- Fellow climbers, outdoor enthusiasts, those interested by natural disasters
Purpose- to consider whether a goal can be achievable based on the desire to do such, to explore the balance of desire and logic
Subject- first-hand account of the tragic Mount Everest disaster in the spring of 1996
Tone- Somber, remorseful

By outlining the specific points that I had to identify, I found it easier to create an essay that was effective in making my observations while following a set of guidelines.
	The concept of outlining also relates to my structuring of essays. I had specific mental formatting for each specific essay I wrote in a respective discipline. For English and History essays, I followed a basic format of thesis, body paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph. For science lab reports and lesson plans for my education classes, I wrote specific information under certain headings, not necessarily in paragraph format. This required a level of flexibility in my outlining.
Decrypting Information
My literate practices in the field of humanities, particularly English and History, included the reading and assessment of large amounts of information; whether it be a book chapter or a historical document. I found that whenever I come across pieces of information such as these, I mentally decrypt the knowledge given to me and physically highlight the relevant information to my outline of the assigned prompt. 
	Writing for mathematics and science obviously has a different style than humanities. However, I flexibly apply the same decrypting technique used for literature and historical documents to mathematical and scientific analysis. When I completed a lab in Biology and had to write up a report, I would extract significant findings from the information: the only difference being that the information was written by myself. As for mathematical formulae, a decryption of the formula is critical for my understanding of the content itself. 
Perspective	
Malcolm X increased his literacy through the teachings of Elijah Muhammad and his own reading of texts that included the perspective of historically wronged civilizations and peoples. These literacy sponsors empowered Malcolm X’s perspective regarding the advancement of civil rights. I found that I similarly frame my writing in the perspectives I learn from my own readings. 
In my AP Literature class, my teacher introduced us to many pieces of literature that had a feminist frame. As I familiarized myself with the frame, I began writing most of my literature analysis with a feminist perspective. This pattern extended to my family history project, in which I had to select a family member and research his or her life during a specific period. I wrote about my grandmother who left her family in England and moved to America at age sixteen. Even though the assignment required factual writing, I wrote with a feminist lens because of her story and the information she gave me. I decrypted the information I found important, which mostly ended up being her struggles of supporting herself without a husband during the late 1940’s. 
Conclusion
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After analyzing my past writing, I find that my writing process is more procedural than I anticipated. My outlines are helpful for identifying important content, but it can be restrictive when I find a piece of information that doesn’t necessarily fit into a specific category. This could lead to disorganization in my paragraph structure and content. Also, because I often write from a feminist perspective, I could be unintentionally decrypting information that only applies to my perspective. While I have potential restrictions because of my set patterns of writing, these patterns more often than not guide me towards a positive outcome in my writing.
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This assignment asked me to recall procedural knowledge in my past writing by asking me to reflect on my past writing experiences and to identify writing patterns within those pieces. By doing so, I had to acknowledge how I write in general. I also had to determine in which disciplines these patterns appeared, which required declarative knowledge of the pieces.
This assignment adjusted my procedural knowledge of writing by having flexible expectations. Rather than being assessed by a specific rubric, I was posed the question, “What makes this essay good?” Since this assessment process was so different than the one I faced in my past writing experiences, I am not sure that I was successful in adjusting to the assignment’s expectations. 
I also had to adjust declarative knowledge from past experiences by asking to write about my procedural knowledge of writing. I have never reflected on my writing process and its underlying patterns, so this was an adjustment I had to face.




